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KIMBERLEY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  30th  JUNE,  I9I0. 


To  the  Suhscrihers  of  the  Kimberley  Fuhlic  Library 


The  members  of  the  Library  Committee 
have  pleasure  iu  submitting  the  followinej 
Report  dealing  with  the  work  of  the 
Library  during  the  year : — 

The  number  of  subscribers  enrolled  at 
30th  June,  1910,  v/as  437,  as  against  401 
in  the  previoas  twelve  mouths,  and  in 
subscriptions  there  has  been  an  increase 
of  £62  5s.  9.1. 

A  complete  peraianent  card -catalogue 
of  the  books  in  the  Fiction  and  Juvenile 
sections  has  been  compiled  and  arrangei 
alphabetically  under  authors  and  titles. 
The  entries,  which  number  over  16,000, 
have  been  uniformly  typewritten  on  cards 
of  a  standard  s  ze,  and  placed  in  a  suit- 
able cabinet  on  the  Library  counter  for 
ready  reference.  The  Librarian  is  now 
engaged  in  cataloguing  the  important 
section  dealing  with  History,  Essays, 
&c.,  and  considerable  progress  has  been 
ujade. 

A  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  reno- 
vation and  repair  of  tie  furniture  and 
httings,  and  of  the  interior  of  the  Library 
buildmg  generally,  has  been  carried  out 
satisfactorily,  and  the  various  improve- 
ments effected  have  added  greatly  to  the 
3omfort  and  convenience  of  subscribers. 

The  committee  are  pleased  to  report 
that  the  promised  donation  of  £100  from 
Sir  Juluis  Wernher  has  been  received,  and 
the  gift  has  been  duly  applied  to  the 
catalogue  fund.  4.  most  welcome  contri- 
bution of  £250  has  again  been  made  by 
the  directorate  of  the  De  Beers  Com- 
pany, and  the  Corporation  and  Govern- 
ment have  given  grants  in  aid  of  £100 
and  £240  respectively.  With  regard  to 
the  last-mentioned  grant,  your  committee 
are  hopeful  of  seeing  the  20  per  cent, 
reduction  restored  on  the  Government's 
Library  estimates  at  an  early  date. 

With  the  object  of  facilitating  the  cir- 
culation of  popular  new  books,  the  com- 
iLittee  decided  in  October  last  to  revert  to 
the  original  by-law  dealing  with  applica- 
tions from  subscribers  for  specially 
desired  books.   Intimations  of  the  avail- 


ability  of  such  books  are  now  made  to 
subscribers  by  post,  free  of  charge,  and 
the  arrangement  is  giving  every  satisfac- 
tion. 

The  matter  of  Sunday  opening  of  the 
Reading  Rooms,  referred  to  at  last  annual 
meeting,  was  dealt  with  by  the  com- 
mittee in  September,  1909,  when  it  was 
resolved  to  close  the  rooms  on  Sundays 
in  future. 

In  February  the  Beit  Memorial  Coun- 
cil approached  the  Library  Committee  on 
the  subject  of  a  suitable  site  for  the 
erection,  in  Kimberley,  of  a  large  bronze 
bust  of  the  latH  Mr.  Alfred  Beit  by  Mr. 
Henry  Pegram,  A.R.A.,  and  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  Library  garden,  facing  Dutoits- 
pan  Road,  has  been  leased  in  perpetuity 
to  the  Beit  Memorial  Council  for  that 
purpose. 

Two  resignations  from  the  Library 
Committee  in  the  past  year  have  to  be 
recorded,  namely.  Colonel  K.  G.  Scott, 
V.C.,  D.S.O.,  and  Mr.  G.  A.  L.  Green, 
M.L.A,  and  the  committee  desire  to 
express  to  these  gentlemen  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  long  and  valuable  services 
rendered  by  them  to  the  Library. 

The  cordial  thanks  of  the  committee 
are  due  to  the  many  donors  of  books, 
periodicals,  and  reports  presented  to  the 
institution,  and  particularly  to  the 
trustees  of  the  British  Museum,  the 
South  African  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science,  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  and  to  the  various  South 
African  Go^'ernments  for  gratuito'js  copies 
of  official  publications. 

Acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  the 
Diamond  Fields  Advertiser,  himited,  lor 
generously  inserting  lists  of  new  books 
received,  and  for  making  public  the  aims 
and  objects  of  the  Library  through  their 
columns  on  several  occasions  ;  to  Mr.,  A. 
C,  G.  Lloyd,  the  librarian  of  the  South 
African  Library,  for  recommendations  of 
important  new  works  arriving  at  Cape- 
town ;  andtoMissWilman,of  the  McGregor 
Memorial  Museu^ijf  for  rendering  much 


useful  assistance  and  advice  in  the  man- 
asjement  of  the  Library  garden  through- 
out the  year. 

Tables  of  Library  statistics  and  accounts 
for  the  year  are  appended. 

S.  B,  KiTCHiN,  Chairman. 


Library  Statistics. 

Subscribers.  -  1909-10  :  Life,  22  ;  first- 
class,  20  ;  second-class,  153  ;  third-class 
and  visitors,  193  ;  teachers,  &c.,  49  ; 
total,  437. 

Stock  of  Books.— 1909-10  :  Travels, 
1,076  ;  Biop'raphy,  1,904  ;  History, 
Essays,  &c.,  2,863  ;  Poetry  and  Drama, 
885  ;  Politics,  Philosophy,  &c.,  605  ; 
Science,  979  ;  Theology,  564  ;  Ancient 
Classics,  476  ;  Useful  and  Fine  Arts.  557; 
French  Literature,  1,673  ;  German, 
Dutch,  &c.,  1,080  ;  South  African,  1,597  ; 
Sport  and  Mi?cellaneous,  652  ;  Reference, 
7,283  ;  English  Fiction,  6,957  ;  Juvenile, 
1,027  ;  Bound  Periodicals,  1,749  ;  total, 
31,927.  Number  of  Books  added  during 
year,  1,179.  Number  v^ithdrawn,  713. 
Donations  of  Books,  Reports,  &c.,  217. 

Circulation     of     Books.  —  1909-10  : 
Travels,  315  ;  Biography,  647  ;  History, 
Essays,  &c.,  615  ;  Poetry  and  Drama, 
247  ;    Politics,   Philosophy,  &c.,  214  ; 
Science,  216  ;  Theology,  103  ;  Ancient 
Classics,  34  ;  Useful  and  Fine  Arts,  61  ; 
French,    German,    &c.,    230  ;     South  | 
African,  375  ;  Miscellaneous  and  Refer-  j 
ence,  403  ;    Periodicals,  344  ;  English 
Fiction,  28,768  ;  Juvenile,  1,286  ;  total,  I 
33,858. 

Daily  average  of  book  i.ssues,  109  ; 
Percentage  of  fiction,  85  ;  Number  of 
days  open,  312. 

Proceedings  of  the 
Annual  Meeting.  | 

The  annual  meeting  of  subscribers  of  | 

the  Kimberley  Public  Library  was  held  | 

in  the  Iiibraiy  on  Thursday   evening,  j 

August  11.   Mr.  Advocate  S.  B.  Kitchin,  ! 

chairman  of  the  Library,  presiding  j 
There     were     also    present  :  Captain 

T.  Tyson,  Captain  Qiientrall,  Captain  j 
Browning,  Rev.  D.  Wark,  Messrs.  P. 

Dreyer,  C.C.   and  R.M.   (one    of    the  | 

trustees  of  the  Library),  C.  J.  Scherm-  I 

brucker  (Additional  R.M.  of  B-^acons-  ! 

fielfi),   Flaxenden,  Malcolm   Mackenzie,  j 

J.  Denoon  Duncan,  G.  Tapscott,  E.  B.  | 

Brown,  S.  Tidd  Pratt,  P.  Salisbury,  C.  I 


Diik,  J.  Byrne,  L.  0.  Thomas,  B.  Shaw, 
A.  W.  Currey,  J.  Rule,  John  Ross 
(Librarian),  Mrs.  Ross,  Misses  Melville 
and  Lofts  (of  the  Library  staff),  Miss 
Wilman  (of  the  MacGregor  Memorial 
Museum),  and  others. 

The  Librarian  read  the  notice  con- 
vening the  meeting,  and  the  report  and 
statement  of  accounts  as  previously 
published  in  the  D.F.  Advertiser-  were 
taken  as  read. 

Chairman's  Address. 

The  Chairman  moved  the  adoption  of 
the  report  and  accounts,  with  which  he 
had  n.-)  doubt  they  had  all  made  them- 
selves familiar  from  the  local  newspaper. 
This  was  the  third  time  he  had  had  the 
honour  of  presiding  at  a  i^eneral  meeting 
of  subscribers,  and  he  was  very  happy  to 
say  that  this  year  the  finances  were  in  a 
very  sound  condition,  and  they  could  all 
say  they  had  had  a  very  satisfactory 
year.  He  intended  to  touch  upon 
one  or  two  of  the  salient  points  in 
the  report  and  accounts.  In  the  first 
place  they  would  remember  that  last  year 
an  amount  of  £468  was  mentioned  as 
having  been  withdrawn  from  investments 
for  temporary  purposes.  He  was  glad  to 
inform  them  that  that  sum  had  been 
replaced,  and  another  £100  had  been 
added  to  the  investments,  so  that  this  year 
their  investments  were  £568  higher  than 
they  were  last  year,  which 
he  thought  was  a  very  satis- 
factory state  of  affairs.  The 
accounts  had  been  audited,  and  just  before 
the  audit  a  Government,  inspector  made 
an  inspection  of  the  Library  accounts, 
and  presented  a  very  satisfactory  report. 
He  noticed  that  the  Union  Government 
intended  apparently  to  take  a  closer 
interest  in  libraries  than  had  been  done 
before  Union.  They  purposed  to  be 
consulted  in  the  appointment  of  librarians, 
and  to  send  ofiicinh  to  periodically  inspect 
libraries,  which  were  the  conditions  upon 
which  they  would  give  the  annual  grant. 
He  hoped  that  libraries  would  receive  more 
liberal  treatment  from  the  Union 
Government  than  they  had  received 
from  the  Cape  Government  in  the 
past  few  years.  They  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  20  per 
cent,  deduction  which  had  operated 
during  the  last  few  years  would  be 
restored,  and  that  the  grant  from  the 
Government  would  be  in  the  same 
position,  it  not  in  a  better  position  than 
it  was  a  few  years  ago.  The  accounts 
spoke  for  themselves.  They  had  been 
drawn    up    by    the    Treasurer,  and 
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signed  by  the  auditors.  The  Treasurer, 
who  was  in  a  ^reat  measure  responsible 
for  the  happy  financial  position  they  were 
in,  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be  really 
to  reply  to  criticisms  which  any 
member  mi^jht  wish  to  put  up  against 
him.  In  Captain  Tyson  they  had  an 
invaluable  Treasurer,  for  he  took  a  keen 
ajid  daily  interest  in  the  concerns  of  the 
Library,  not  only  in  the  finances,  but  in 
what  he  might  call  the  domestic  economy 
of  the  institution  generally,  and  the 
successful  renovations  and  repairs  carried 
out  during  the  past  year  were  m.iinly 
due  to  the  work  which  he  put 
into  it.  They  would  have  noticed 
that  £300  had  been  spent 
on  renovating  and  repairing  the 
Library,  particularly  the  inteiior  of 
the  building,  in  painting  and  brightening 
it  up  in  every  possible  way.  Certain 
structural  alterations  had  also  been 
made  which  added  to  the  convenience  and 
beauty  of  the  building.  The  Library 
equipment  had  been  added  to  and  made 
more  efiicient ;  most  of  the  chairs  had 
been  upholstered ;  new  chairs  had  been  put 
into  the  public  room  ;  and  the  floors  had 
been  covered  with  linoleum.  The  whole 
of  the  improvements  would  speak  for 
themselves,  but  he  thought  they  would 
agree  with  him  that  the  work  was  neces- 
sary. Nothing  substantial  bad  been 
done  for  many  years  in  the  way  of 
repairs  to  the  Library,  and  the  money  so 
spent  was  a  sound  investment.  He 
would  also  like  to  add  a  word  of  th^mks 
to  Mr.  Isind,  to  the  De  Beers  Company, 
and  to  Miss  Wilman,  who  had  all  been 
very  kind  in  assisting  the  committee  with 
the  work  in  the  p;arden. 

Alfred  Beit  Memorial. 

Walter  Pater  said  somewhere  that 
"  all  disinterested  lovers  of  books  would 
always  look  to  literature,  as  to  all 
other  fine  art,  for  a  refuge,  a  sort  of 
cloistral  refujie,  trom  a  certain  vulgarity 
in  the  actual  world,"  and  he 
(the  Chairman)  thought  they  could  say 
that  the  Library,  with  its  secluded  garden 
and  rows  of  irreplaceable  oooks, 
was  a  sort  of  "cloistral  refuge"  for  the 
people  of  Kimberley.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  the  Kimberley  Public 
Library  had  playul  an  important 
part  by  its  mfluence  upon  the 
history  of  the  Diamond  Fields,  and  lie 
might  say  of  South  Africa  generally. 
All  who  were  here  in  the  Early  Daysmu-Ht 
look  back  to  the  dedication  of  the  plot  of 
land  upon  which  they  were  at  present 
standing,  for  the  purpose  of  a  library, 


as  a  most  important  step  in  the  direction  of 
true  citizenship  in  Kimberley.  The  idea 
therefore  of  erecting  a  memorial,  in 
the  Library  Garden  in  the  course  of 
the  next  few  months,  to  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  the  Diamond  Fields 
who  had  done  so  much  for  the  poor  people 
of  Kimberley- -he  referred  to  the  late  Mr. 
Alfred  Beit — was  a  very  appropriate  one. 
No  more  suitable  or  central  site  could  have 
been  obtained  by  the  Beit  Memorial 
Council  than  the  garden  of  the  Library, 
facing  Dutoitspan  Road.  Pioneers  of  the 
Diamond  Fields  owed  a  great  deal  of 
their  success  and  happiness  in  life  to 
Kimberley  and  its  Public  Library,  and 
citizens  like  the  late  Mr.  Alfred!  Beit, 

i    Sir    Julius    Wernher,    the    late  Mr. 

'  Phineas  Tallerman,  the  late  Mr. 
John   Macfarlane,   and  the    De  Beers 

1     Company,   who,   like    the    poor,  were 

I  always  with  us,  were  to  be  commended 
for  having  set  an  example  by  endowing 
institutions  of  this  character  as  they  had 
don'\  He  hoped  that  their  example 
would  be  a  valuable  precedent  and 
incentive  to  others. 


Committee  and  Staff. 

One  cr  two  alterations  had  taken  place 
in  the  constitu^on   of  the  membership 
of  the  committee.    Colonel  Scott  and  Mr. 
G.  A.  L.  Green, for  a  long  time  useful 
members  ot  the  committee,  had  retired. 
Mr.  Green  in  particular  had  been  a  very 
valuable  member  of  their  committee,  and 
for  a  long  time  Chairman  of  the  Book 
Committee,  had  done  excellent  work  in 
the  selection  of  books.    However,  there 
were  compensations,  and  he  was  glad  to 
say  that  Mr.  J.  A.  Neville  had  joined  them 
during  the  y^r,  and  he  had  every  reason  to 
believe  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Addison  would 
j    also  be  elected  a  member  ot  the  committee 
;    that  evening,  and  as  a  result  of  these 
'    additions  they  would  have  two  useful  and 
I    energetic  members  who  would  devote,  he 
i    hd,d  no  doubt,  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the 
i    institution.    With  regard  to  the  stafif— if 
I    one  might  use  a  barometrical  expression 
j    — there  wa^s  "  no  change."     The  com- 
I    mittee     recognised     the     useful  and 
I    important  work  done  by  the  Librarian 
and  members  of  the  Staflt,  and  had 
therefore  taken  advantage  of  a  slight 
improvement  in  the  finances  by  paying  a 
larger  amount  in  salaries  than  had  been 
done  in  the  previous  year.     The  Library 
was  now  being  closed  on  Sundays,  and  a 
motion  would  come  before  this  meeting 
regarding  the  closing  of  the  institution  on 
Public  Holidays. 


Catalogue. 

The  next  item  he  would  refer  to  was 
that  of  the  catalogue.  The  word  catalogue 
had  been  a  sort  oi:  bugbear  to  the  insti  - 
tution for  a  good  many  years,  but  he  was 
glad  to  say  that  now  at  last  they  had  I 
acJually  done  something  t-angible  in  the  i 
way  of  aca'slogue.    They  would  notice  at  j 
the  Library  counter  a  card  catalogue  of  \ 
fiction  Hnd  juvenile  literature.  The  system 
of  the  card  catalogue  was  very  simple,  i 
and  only  required  to  be  looked  at  in  order 
to    be  understood.    Tt     was  a  living 
organism,      and      practically  always 
up      to      date.       When      a  new 
book      was      put     into  circulation 
cards  were  made  out,  one  for  the  author, 
and  one  or  more  for  the  subjtct  and 
title,  and  these  were  placed  in  drawers 
in     alphabetical     order.       He  hoped 
that    l)y    the    end  of   the  year  they 
would   have  completed,    as    nearly  as 
pof^sible,  the  card  catalogue  for  the  whole  j 
of  the  Library.     The  next  class  to  be  j 
attended  to  at  once  was  that  embracing  ! 
History,  Essays,  &c.,  and  when  the  card  | 
catalogue  was  completed  they  would  then  i 
have  a  valuable  bas^is  for  a  new  edition  j 
of  the  printed  catalogue.  j 


Stock  of  Bo6ks. 

In   the  process  of    stocktaking  and 
cataloguing  a  good  many  obsolete  books, 
especially  fiction,  had  been  weeded  out 
and  sold.     Eegarding  the  purchase  of 
books,     it    would    be    easily  under- 
stood that  in   Kimberley  the  supply 
of  new    books   was  no    easy  matter, 
especially   as    new    books  had    to  be 
selected  by  the  committee.  •  The  supply 
of  fiction  had  been  very  good  during  the  j 
course  of  the  year.  Messrs.  C.  Chivers,  Ltd.. 
had  again  sent  them  regular  supplies  of 
well-bound  books  by  well-known  writer.-^, 
and  they  also  acquired  a  good  many  works 
of    fiction     in    the   Colonial  Editions. 
These  were  obtamed  as  far  as  possible 
locally,  and,  where  that  was  not  possible, 
from   Capetown.     With  regard   to  the  i 
supply  ol:    books    other  than  fiction, 
this    had    always  been    a    matter    of  | 
some    difliculty    for    the    committee,  i 
When     in     Capetown     during  last 
Christmas  vacation   he  (the  Chairman)  | 
visitfd  the  South  African  Public  Libr<iry,  I 
and  saw  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  Librarian  of  that  j 
institution,  and  had  made  an  arrangement  • 
whereby  Mr.  Lloyd  was  to  let  them  know  | 
what  books  had  arrived  by  each  mail, 
particularly    those    books    which     he  [ 


thought  might  be  useful  for  the  Kim- 
berley Library,  and  these  were  generally 
sent  up  on  approval.  That  arrangement 
had  facilitated  their  obtaining  a 
regular  and  up-to-date  supply  cf  good 
literature.  Mr.  Lloyd  had  readily  under- 
taken the  work  for  the  Jove  of  it,  and 
their  thanks  were  due  to  him  for  the  very 
valuable  work  whicli  he  had  done  duiing 
the  past  seven  months.  With  regard  to 
books  of  a  more  expensive  characttr, 
costing  a  matter  of  one  or  two  guineas  or 
more,  and  which  it  was  impossible 
for  them  in  their  straitened  finances  to 
purchase  new,  these  were  ordered  as  a 
rule  second-hand  from  England,  but 
every  ef?ort  ha  i  been  made,  especially 
during  the  last  year,  to  bring  the  shelves 
up-to-date,  and  to  put  the  best  books  into 
circulation  as  soon  as  practicable.  Rei<ard- 
ing  the  reference  library,  they  hoped 
that  an  additional  gr<int  from  the 
G  )vernmpnt  woidd  enah'e  tht-ir  reference 
library  to  be  put  in  the  condition  it  should 
be,  but  cot)sidering  things  as  they 
were  they  had  added  as  much  as 
p  >ss  ble  to  their  reference  library  during 
the  year.  They  had  made  arrange- 
ments to  have  the  London  '"Times"  for 
the  last  few  years  bound,  and  that, 
together  with  Palmer's  Index,  would 
make  an  excellent  work  of  reference,  in- 
cluding as  it  does  the  English  Parlia- 
mentary reports,  and  a  record  of  all  the 
more  important  events  and  movements  of 
our  time.  Before  leaving  the  question  of 
the  stock  of  books,  he  would  like  to 
refer  to  a  matter  of  grave  anfl  serious 
importance,  namely,  the  mutilat  on  of 
books.  In  going  through  the  stock  of 
books  it  w^as  found  that  a  number  of 
pictures  had  bi^en  excise),  particularly 
from  the  art  collection.  This  hid  not 
been  done  during  the  last  year,  but  in 
past  years,  and  the  very  unfortunate 
consequence  was  they  had  had  to  restrict 
the  circulati  on  of  their  art  books  very  con- 
siderably. The  circulation  ol  these  for 
home  consultationhad  gone  dowm  d  iring 
the  y(ar  from  143  to  61.  Mutilation  h.ad 
been  done  not  only  to  art  books,  but 
unfortunately  to  other  books,  for  instance, 
books  of  poetry  and  also  newspapers. 
It  was  deplorable  to  see  a  poem 
cut  out  of  a  book,  and  he  could 
not  imagine  a  lover  of  poetry  muti- 
lating a  book  of  poems,  whtn  in  a  few 
minutes  he  could  easily  copy  out  the 
verses  he  desired.  It  wa^  well-nigh 
impossible  to  dttect  the  perpetrator  of 
these  outrages,  but  he  would  a.sk  sub- 
scribers to  help  the  c  ommittee  in  every 
possible  way  to  try  to  stop  people  from 
doing  this  kind  of  thing. 


South  African  Literature. 

Like  the  circulati  in  of  the  blood  in  the 
hnman  body,  the  rircul'ition  of  l)0()ks  was 
one  of  the  most  vital  fuuctioriB  of  the 
institution,  and  lie  was  very  pU\Hsed  to 
say  that  the  year's  work  showed  a  decided 
improvement  on  List  year.  In  fiction 
there  had  been  an  increase  of 
1,100,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  percentnge  of  fiv'3tion  in  the 
Library  had  fallen  from  87  to  85  per 
cent.,  not  a  very  considerable  diminution, 
but  still,  it  was  a  diniiontion  in  the  right 
direction.  Sfi  far  as  he  was  aware, 
nothing  very  remarkable  in  the  way  of 
fiction  had  been  published  during  the 
past  year.  His  infoimation  was  that  the 
novels  of  Gertrude  I'aiie  still  held  the 
field  in  populaiity,  closely  run  by  the 
novels  of  Cynthia  Stoekley,  both  South 
African  writers,  who^e  books  were  V(-ry 
popular  in  the  Library  during  the 
past  year.  In  Snitli  African  books  there 
was  a  considerahle  increase  in  circulation, 
and  looking  at  the  list  of  books 
coming  into  the  Library  dealing  with 
South  Africa  during  the  past  year,  one 
could  say  that  the  foundation  of 
a  promising  literature  was  being  steadily 
laid.  During  the  past  year  they  had  had 
very  important  contributions  to  South 
African  literature,  as  a  rule  by  South 
African  authors,  such  as  Profes&or  Cory's 
Rise  of  South  Africa,"  a  new  edition  of 
Theal's  History,  Sir  Godfrey  Lagden's 
work  on  the  Basutos,  and  a  most 
valuable  work  on  Bushman  Paintings, 
by  Miss  Helen  Tongue,  and  he  might 
mention  a  very  popular  book.  Lady  Sarah 
Wilson's  South  African  memories,  which 
have  had  a  good  run  in  the  Library. 
Their  own  South  African  collection  was  a 
very  v«luab'e  one,  and  they  were  await- 
ing trie  publication  of  Mr.  Sidney 
Mendelssohn's  Bibliography  of  South 
African  Literature,  which  would  enable 
them  to  catalogue  their  South  African 
collection  much  more  ably  than  at 
present.  As  Mr.  Mendelssohn  was  an 
old  Kimberley  resident,  who  had  always 
shown  an  interest  to  the  Library,  he  had 
every  hope  that  he  would  present  a  copy 
of  the  book  to  the  Library. 

Juvenile  Literature  and  Politics. 

Taking  a  few  other  (dasses,  some  of 
them  stood  the  same  as  they  did  last 
j'ear.  In  juvenile  literature  there  had 
been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  circulation, 
due  in  some  measure  to  the  fact  that  the 
purchase  of  books  in  that  department 
appeared   to  have  been  neglected.  He 


I     hoped  the  Book  Committee  next  year 
'     would  take  every  opportunity  of  replenish- 
ing this  important  branch  of  the  iii.stitution. 
The  (da'^s  known  as  "  Philosophy,  &c." 
bhowf.d     an     increase     in  circulation 
!)f     about     lOG,     which      was  very 
satisfactory.       He      understood  that 
in    the    present    classification  politics 
were  included   in  philo-^ophy.     He  did 
not  quite  understand  why,  an  they  did 
j     not  appear  to   have  much   in  comm"n, 
I     unless  it  was  that  a  man  who  took  an 
;     active  part  in  politics  to-day  required  to 
have    a    good     deal     of  philosophy, 
j     However,  the  circulation  of  this  class  of 
I     b')ok8  had  increased  a  good  deal  during 
j     the   past   year,   due   to   some  extent  no 
;     doubt  to  the  interest  ta!<eu  in  the  birth 
'     of  Union  in  South  Afril^a,  and  because 
■     of  an   increase  in   the    interest  taken 
in   literary   and   debating   soci  ties  in 
Kimberley  during  the  present  winter, 
i     There  was  no  doubt  that  subjects  treated  by 
i     literary  and  debating  S'ioeties  in  Kim- 
berley owed  a  great  deal  to  the  Library 
I     for  access  to  the  shelves  for  u.seful  books, 
!     and  he  understood  that  several  lecturers 
j     and  essayists  who  had  been  before  the 
I     community  had  made  a  good  deal  of  use 
I     of   the  Library.     The  Librarian  (Mr. 
j     Ross)  had  been  of  great  service  in  this 
j     connection  to  subscribers,  and  was  always 
I     glad  to  be  of  assistance  to  anyone  who 
wished  to  make  any  literary  research. 

i  Biography. 

I        The  last  class  he  would  refer  to  was 
I     that  of    Biography.     The  circulation 
I     of       these      books      had  almost 
doubled  during  the  past  year.    It  was 
I     a  very   far  cry,  one  might  siy,  from 
I     "  Plutarch's  Lives  "  to  "  Lady  Cardigan's 
!     Recollections  "  ;    but  both    works  had 
i     this  in  cjmmon,  that  they  dealt  with  real 
people.    It  was  generally  said  that  truth 
'     was  str  anger  than  fiction,  and  so  far  as  he 
could  judge,  tiuth  was  also  more  interest- 
ing than  a  good  deal  of   fiction  published 
during  the  past  year.     No  doubt,  for 
I     those   in  seaich  of   a  good  story  or 
j     romance,  they  would   be  wise  if  they 
left   far  a  time  the  fiction  of  the  day, 
!     and  came  to  some  of  the  biographies  of 
I     which   the    Library    had  such   a  fine 
I     selection.    A  good  many  very  important 
and  useful  biogi^aphies  were  now  being 
i     published,  and  v^ry  often  lives  the  most 
^     prosaic  in  appearance  containeil  the  most 
interesting  romances.    Take,  for  instance, 
John  Stuart  A'lill,  who.su  Letters  had  just 
been  published,  and  whose  Autobiography 
!     wao  one  of  the  most  interesting  ever  pub- 
i     lished.  Then   they   had   the  Carlyles, 


ThomaB  Carlyle  and  Jane  Welsh  Carlyle, 
about  wboai  an  ulmost  endless  controversy 
was  bein;^  carried  on,  and  of  whom  nevv' 
letters  were  being  piibliehed  about  every 
o.her  year.  OiiC  of  the  best  hioj^raphits 
receivtd  during  the  ytar  was  Belloc's 
"  Marie  Antoinette,"  which  telis  over 
a^aiu  tlie  t  agic  story  of  that  ill-fated 
Queen — "  the  Queen,  ah  me  !  "  as  Carlyle 
sometimes  says  when  he  writes  of  her — 
a  book  which  gave  one  a  d(  ep  iusitjht 
into  that  uHiat  upheaval  of  human  nature 
known  as  the  French  Revolution,  in  which 
beauty  and  eloquence,  wit  and  eharacter, 
all  went  under.  That  period, and  the  whole 
of  the  18th  C:iiitury,  was  a  popular  one 
with  lovers  of  literature,  and  was  the 
favourite  century  of  the  Hon.  A.  J. 
Balfour.  One  diil  not  wonder  at  it 
when  they  considered  that  at  that  time 
they  had  the  brillian':  Court  cf  FrAnce 
and  the  moving  spirits  of  the  Revolution, 
Mirabeau,  Danton,  and  the  rest,  of  whom 
Carlyle  had  given  so  diamatican  account ; 
they  had  also  Burke  and  his  great  British 
contemporaries,  and  in  America  great 
leaders  of  men  like  Washington  and 
Alexander  ELamilton,  who  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  United  States  of  America. 
To  those  who  wished  to  dive  more  deeply 
into  the  origin  of  the  French  Revolution 
iSainte-Beuve's  "  Portraits  of  the  17th 
and  18th  Centuries "  were  most  fasci- 
nating. The  study  of  biography  was 
one  of  the  most  instructive  and 
interesting  methods  of  studying  history; 
they  njight  say  it  was  the  royal 
road  to  learning  history.  The  field  of  bio- 
graphy, liowever,  was  as  infinite  as  that  of 
human  nature  itself,  and  it  was  impossible, 
and  probably  undesirable,  at  the  present 
meeting  to  go  more  deeply  into  the  matter 
than  he  had  done.  Readers  who  desired 
something  a  little  above  the 
ordinary  fiction  recently  published,  and  at 
the  same  time  something  much  more 
interesting  and  instructive,  could  not  do 
better  than  c  mtinue,  as  in  the  past  year, 
to  read  biographies. 

More  Subscribers. 

In  reviewing  the  valuable  work  and 
influence  of  the  institution  during  the 
year,  one  must  of  necessity  merely 
touch  upon  the  broa:!  outlines.  Every 
subscriber,  from  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
institution  and  its  inflnt^nce  on  the  people 
of  the  town,  could  fill  up  the  picture 
for  himself.  He  would  only  add  in  con- 
clusion that  although  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers had  gone  up,  it  had  not 
increased  so  much  as  the  institution 
deserved,  or  as  it  would  if  the  woLderful 


I    contents  and  advantages  of  the  institution 
I    were   better  known  than  they  are  at 
!    present.    The  public  room  and  ihe  books 
!    of  the  Library  were  free  to  non-subscribeis, 
\    and  these  who  could  not  afford  to  pay 
I     the  ^small  subscription  could  enjoy  the 
[     benefit  of  a  comfortable  fireside  to  read 
by  during  the  wii)t(!r  evenings.    Now  that 
tney     had     finally     passed  through 
I     their  dark  days,  he  hoped  that  every  sub- 
j    scriber  would  make  an  effort  to  do  every- 
thing    possible     to  bring  in     a  new 
subscriber,    and    that  at    the    end  of 
of  the  year  they  would  have  double  the 
number  of  subscribers,  and  that  everyone 
would  deem  it  his  duty  to  help  the  com- 
I     mittee   in    carrying  on,   m   they  were 
attempting  to  do,  the  honourable  tradi- 
tions of  this  Library.      He  had  much 
pleasure  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report  and  accounts. 

I       Mr.  Malcolm  Mackenzie  seconded,  and 
I    said  the  committee  were  to  be  congratu- 
I     lated  upon  the  very  pleasing  and  artistic 
i     additions  to  the  Library.    The  increase  of 
j     members  was  very  gratifying,  although 
when  they  considered  the  population  of 
Kimberley  the  membership  was  far  below 
what  it  should  be    If  the  public  would 
onl^'  considei  the  advantages,  he  was  quite 
sure  they  would  join  in  greater  numbers. 
He  supported  the  Chairman    in  his 
references  to  the  staff,  and  was  quite 
sure    they    all    derived    benefit  from 
the  courteous  manner  in  which  the  staff 
treated     everyone    who  came  to  the 
institution. 

The  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

Public  Holidays. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Rev.  D.  Wark, 
seconded  by  Captain  Quentrall,  it  was 
resolvtd  :  "  That  the  Library  and  reading- 
rooms  be  closed  entirely  on  Christmas 
Day,  New  Year's  Day,  and  Good  Friday, 
auO  opened  on  other  public  holidnys 
between  the  hours  of  2  p.m.  and  10  p.m. 
only,  and  that  no  books  be  issued  to  sub- 
s^.ribers  on  such  days." 

Election  of  Committee. 

The  follow'ng  were  elected  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Management  :  Messrs.  VV.  H. 
Addison,  A.  H.  J.  Bourne,  M.A.  ;  Fusion 
B  Brown,  J. P.  ;  J.  Denoon  Duncan,  J. P.; 

B.   Kitchin,  B.A.  LL.B.  ;  J.  Pooley, 
J.R  ;  Captain   T.  Quentrall,  Drs.  J  R. 
Sutton,  H.  ISymonds,  A.  H.  VV^atkins ; 
Mr.  G.   Tapscott  and  Rev.  D.  Wark, 
I    M.A. ;  and  as  nominees  of  De  Beers 
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Company,  Mr.  C.  E.  Nind,  Captain 
T.  G.  Tyson,  Mr.  S.  Tidl-Pratt,  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Neville. 

The  Chtiii'tnai)  referred  to  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Fiaxintjton  and  Mr.  Scherm- 
brucker,  as  representini?  the  Beaoon-'field 
Public  Library.  He  himself  and  Mr.  Ross 
recently  attended  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Beaconsfield  Library,  and  gleaned  a 
good  deal  of  valuable  iti formation  from 
tlie  committee  there.  He  had, very  much 
pleasure  in  welcooiing  those  gentlemen 
to  this  meeting. 


Mr.  Flaxington  brietiy  responded,  and 
expressed  his  pleasure  at  seeing  the 
Library  in  such  an  effi'-ient  and  excellent 
condition. 

Ml'.  Diik  propjsed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  retiring  committee,  which  was 
seconded  by  IVir.  Philip  Salisbury,  and 
carric'l. 

This  concluded  the  business,  and  after 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  the 
meeting  closed. 


Balance  Sheet,  30th  June,  1910. 


LIABILITIES'. 

ASSETS. 

To 

Subscribers' 

r  epdsit 

B_v    Sundry  Debtors  and 

Moneys 

...  £386 

11 

4 

Payments  in  advance 

£192 

0 

5 

Open  Accounts 

41 

19 

10 

,,  Lil»r.iry  Site  and  Build- 

Standard Bank 

(over- 

ings 

5,032 

16 

0 

oraft) 

70 

18 

3 

,,  Hiiuse    and  Stands, 

Wo  dl»  y  Street 

635 

(.» 

0 

£499 

9 

5 

„  B.oks        ...    ^  ... 

8,700 

( < 

0 

To 

General  Fund 

...  20,926 

0 

0 

„  Fuinituie  and  l^ibting-i 

1,669 

10 

0 

.,  Piisrag*^    Stam[)S  on 

han'i 

2 

0 

0 

,,  Inv.stments 

5,194 

3 

0 

Totdl... 

£21,425 

9 

5 

£21,425 

9 

5 

 1 

Dr. 


Expenditure  and  Revenue,  I909-1910. 


Cr. 


Bo  'ks  Purchased 

£281 

4 

6 

Papers  and  Periodicals 

92 

3 

10 

Lighting,  Water,  Fuel, 

Kate=!,  etc.... 

147 

17 

6 

Stationery,  Prieting, 

Postages,  etc. 

55 

13 

10 

Repairs  and  Renewals 

299 

11 

11 

Insurances  ... 

24 

7 

0 

Auditors'  Fees 

31 

10 

0 

Salaries  and  Wages  ... 

729 

1  i 

0 

Miscellaneous  Exi)enses 

50 

19 

0 

Balance 

9 

3 

Total... 

£1,720  16 

10 

By  Grams  and  Donations 
,,  Subscriptions 
„  Interec-t  and  Dividends 
„  Miscellaneous  Receipts 


£690  G 

645  1^ 

295  2 

90  1 


Total. 


£1,720  16  10 


(Signed)  S.  B.  KITCHIN,  Chairman. 

We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  with  the  books  and  accoun  s  of  the 
Library,  and  certify  the  ?a'ne  to  be  correct. 

(Signed)  PHILIP  SALISBURY,!... 

J.  M.  PARSOIsSON,  l^'^^'i^'''^- 

Kimherley,  6th  August,  1910. 
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Estimated  Revenue  and  Expenditure,  1910-1911. 


REVENUE. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Subscriptions  ... 

.  £650 

0 

0 

Salaries  and  Wajics          ...  £750 

0 

0 

„      (Kenilwcrth)  .. 

.  100 

0 

0 

Books,       Binding,  and 

Governmeut  Grant 

.  240 

0 

0 

Periodicals    ...  410 

0 

0 

Corporation  Grant 

.  100 

0 

0 

Repairs  and  Kenovations  ...  135 

0 

0 

Donation,  De  Beers  Co. 

.  250 

0 

0 

Catalogue  Fund                ...  100 

0 

c 

Interest,  Rents,  &o. 

.  373 

5 

c 

Audit  Fees      ...            ...  42 

0 

0 

Miscellaneous  ... 

16 

15 

0 

Maintenance     and  Miscel- 

laneous     ...             ...  293 

0 

0 

Total 

£1,730 

0 

0 

Total  £1,730 

0 

0 

KIMBERLEY   PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  30th  JUNE,  I9II. 


To  the  Subscriber,^  of  the  Kimberley  Public  Library 


The  following  report  of  the  Library 
Coniinittee  will  be  submitted  to  sub- 
scribers at  the  annual  meeting  to  be 
held  in  the  Public  Library  on  Friday, 
the  11th  inst.,  at  8.30  p.m. 

The  Library  Committee,  in  submitting 
this,  their  annual  report  on  the  adminis- 
tiation  and  work  of  the  Library,  beg 
to  call  attention  to  the  groAving  popu- 
larity and  usefulness  of  the  institution. 
The  number  of  subscribers  at  June  30 
was  459,  as  against  437  in  the  previous 
twelve  months,  and  subscriptions 
amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  £674  16s. 
lOd.  as  compared  with  £645  12s.  4d.  last 
year. 

The  committee  are  pleased  to  an- 
nounce that  the  Government  grant, 
which  was  reduced  by  20  per  cent,  three 
years  ago,  has  now  been  restored  to  the 
original  sum  of  £300  per  annum.  The 
liberal  annual  donation  of  £250  from  the 


directors  of  the  De  Beers  Company  was 
supplemented  by  a  most  welcome  and 
unexpected  contribution  of  £100.  whilst 
a  grant  in  aid  of  £150  was  generously 
provided  by  the  Kimberley  Corporation, 
this  last  being  an  increase  of  £50  on 
the  usual  Library  grants  made  by  that 
body  in  recent  years. 

Since  the  issue  of  the  last  annual  re- 
port, considerable  additional  improve- 
ments have  been  effected  in  tlie  Library 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  T.  G. 
Tyson,  the  honorary  treasurer.  The 
spacious  committee  room  has  been  suit- 
ably furnished  as  a  ladies'  reading  room 
and  as  a  meeting  place  for  the  members 
of  the  new  Kimberley  Athenaeum,  and 
the  smoking  room  has  been  adapted  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  our  local  chess 
players.  For  the  convenience  of  the 
business  section  of  the  community  and 
of  visitors  to  town,  it  was  decided  in 
December  last  to  extend  the  hours  of 


the  labraiy  by  opening  the  buildin«;  at 
9  a.m.  instead  of  10  a.m. 

Much  of  the  librarian's  time  throngh- 
out  the  year  has  been  devoted  to  the 
cataloguing  of  the  general  lit,^rature  in 
the  liibrary,  and  the  comniittee  have 
pleasure  in  stating  that  'practically 
three-fourths  of  the  whole  v  collection 
have  now  been  fully  listed  and  typed 
on  the  card-index  system.  It  is  intended 
to  publish  at  an  early  date  a  printed 
catalogue  of  English  fiction  and  juvenile 
books.  In  this  connection  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  arrangements  have  been 
made  locally  whereby  the  type  used  in 
the  printing  of  the  first  edition  will  be 
permanently  stored  by  the  printers, 
thus  making  it  possible  to  issue  a  cor- 
rected impression  periodically  at  a  com- 
paratively small  expense. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  the  com- 
mittee have  to  record  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Advocate  S.  B.  Kitchin,  necessi- 
tated by  his  departure  for  Capetown  a 
few  months  ago.  As  a  member  of  the 
Book  Committee  for  several  years,  he 
took  an  exceptionally  active  interest  in 
the  literary  needs  of  the  Library,  and 
in  his  capacity  as  chairman  since  1908 
his  services  to  the  institution  and  to 
his  colleagues  were  of  the  greatest  pos- 
sible value.  On  Mr.  Kitchen's  retire- 
ment, the  Rev.  D.  Wark,  M.A.,  was 
unanimously  elected  to  .the  chair.  Mr. 
E.  C.  Lardner-Burke  was  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy  on  the  committee  caused 
by  the  prolonged  absence  from  town  of 
Mr.  W.  H.  Addison  early  in  the  year. 
Leave  of  absence  has  been  granted  to  Dr. 
Arnold  H.  Watkins,  M.L.A.,  Captain  T. 
G  Tyson,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  J.  Bourne, 
M.A. 

The  tables  of  statistics  appended  to 
the  report  show  that  the  year's  addi- 
tions to  the  stock  of  library  books,  by 
purchase  and  otherwise,  have  been  un- 
usually numerous,  a  noticeable  feature 
being  the  large  number  of  volumes 
added  to  the  juvenile  section.  The 
issues  of  books  for  home  reading 
and  for  consultation  at  the  Library 
have  also  been  well  maintained. 
During  the  year  160  works  of  a  popular 
character  were  sent  out  for  repair  and 
23  quarterly  sections  of  the  "Times" 
newspaper  were  bound  up  and  added  to 
the  reference  department.  A  set  of  the 
new  edition  of  the  "  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica"  has  been  ordered  from  the 
publishers,  and  its  arrival  may  be  ex- 
pected early  in  September. 


The  Library  has  been  the  lecipient  of 
many  estimable  gifts  of  books,  pam- 
plilets,  and  reports.  Of  the  donors  of 
these,  special  mention  should  be  made 
of  Mr.  Sidney  Mendelssohn,  Dr.  E. 
Oliver  Aslie,  Sir  Perceval  M.  Laurence, 
Mr.  -W.  H.  Addison,  the  Union  Govern- 
ment, the  British  Museum,  the  British 
Association,  the  Smithsonian  Institute, 
the  South  African  Association,  the  Rho- 
desia Scientific  Association,  and  the 
South  African  Museum. 

The  committee  again  tender  their  very 
heartiest  thanks  to  Mr.  A.  C.  G.  Lloyd, 
of  the  South  African  liibrary,  for  re- 
commendations of  new  books  arriving  at 
Capetown,  and  to  the  editors  of  the 
"  Diamond  Fields  Advertiser"  and  the 
"  Kimberley  Star"  for  their  courtesy  in 
bringing  the  advantages  and  benefits  of 
the  Library  to  the  notice  of  the  public 
on  several  occasons,  and  for  printing 
lists  of  Library  accessions. 

The  usual  statistical  tables,  together 
with  the  audited  accounts  of  the 
Library,  are  given  below. 

D.  WARK,  M.A.,  Chairman. 

LIBRARY  STATISTICS. 

Subscribers.— 1910-11  :  Life,  18;  first- 
class,  17;  second-class,  165;  third-class, 
193;  teachers,  etc.,  66;  total,  459. 

Stock  of  books.— 1910-11 :  Travels,  1,102; 
biography,  1,978;  history,  essays,  etc., 
2,945;  poetry  and  drama,  914;  politics, 
philosophy,  etc.,  636;  science,  1,021;  theo- 
logy, 582;  ancient  classics,  476;  useful 
arts  and  fine  arts,  560;  French  litera- 
ture, 1,687;  German,  Dutch,  etc.,  1,081; 
Soutli  African,  1,674;  sport  and  miscel- 
laneous, 684;  reference,  7,395,  English  fic- 
tion, 7,685;  juvenile,  1,180;  bound 
periodicals,  1,774;  total,  33,373. 

Nujnber  of  books  added  during  year, 
1,446;  number  withdrawn,  nil;  donations 
of  books,  pamphlets,  and  reports,  121; 
volumes  bound,  185. 

Circulation  of  books. — 1910-11  :  Travels, 
457;  biography,  640;  history,  essays,  etc., 
829;  poetry  and  drama,  318;  politics, 
philosophy,  etc.,  198;  science,  281;  theo- 
logy, 121;  ancient  classics,  20;  useful  and 
fine  arts,  43;  French,  German,  etc.,  331; 
South  African,  362;  periodicals,  332;  mis- 
cellaneous and  reference,  423;  English 
fiction,  28,490;  juvenile,  1,176;  total. 
3t,021. 

Circulation  at  Kenllwoi'th  Library, 
4,369. 

Daily  average  of  book  issues,  115;  per- 
centage of  fiction,  84;  number  of  days 
open,  305. 
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Balance  Sheet,  30th  June,  1911. 


LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Subbcribers'  Deposit 

£8,700  0 

0 

Library   Site   and  Build- 

Sundry Open  Accounts  ...      69  19  10 

ings   

5,000  0 

0 

House  and  Stands,  Wood- 

£345   5  10 

550  0 

0 

General  Fund                      20,874   3  8 

Furniture  and  Fittings... 

1,600  0 

0 

Investments   

5,187  16 

4 

Sundry  Debtors  and  Pay- 

ments in  Advance  

149  11 

2 

Cash   at   Bank      and  in 

32  2 

0 

£21,219   9  6 

£21,219  9 

6 

Dr.  Expenditure  and  Kevenue,  1910=11.  Cr. 


To  Books  Purchased   £297  17  3 

Papers   and   Periodicals   ...  104   5  9 

Bookbinding    48   4  11 

Salaries  and  Wages    792   8  6 

(catalogue)   137  10  0 

Insurance    23  18  10 

Lighting  and  Fuel    69   0  3 

Printing,    Stationery,  Ad- 
vertising, etc   63   5  11 

Rates    45  17  4 

Repairs  and  Renewals    93  18  8 

Auditors'  Fees    31  10  0 

General  Expenses   50   1  9 

Balance  carried  to  General 

Account    117  17  10 


£1,875  17  0 


By  Grants  and  Donations  ...  £807  12  0 

Subscriptions    674  16  10 

Interest  and   Dividends   ...    303  19  4 

Rents    54   0  0 

Profit  on  investments  sold     35   8  10 


£1,875  17  0 


D.  WARK,  M.A.,  Chairman. 

We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  with  the  books  and  accounts  of 
the  Library,  and  certify  the  same  to  be  correct. 

PHILIP  SALISBURY,  ^ 


Incorporated  Accountant,  |  ^^^^jitors 

PARSONSON, 

Certified    Accountant   (Cape),  j 


Kimberley,  July  31,  1911. 
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Estimated  Revenue  and  Expenditure,  1911-12. 


REVENUE. 

EXPENDITURE. 

£700 

0 

0 

Books,          Binding,  and 

Goveriunent  Grant   

..  300 

0 

0 

Periodicals   

£418  10 

0 

Corporation  Grant   

..  150 

0 

0 

822  0 

0 

Donation,  De  Beers  Co  

..  250 

0 

0 

Catalogue   

100  0 

0 

Interest,  Rents,  etc  

..    255  19 

0 

Stationery,  Printing,  etc  

40  0 

0 

11 

9 

0 

Light,  Fuel,  and  Rates   

108  10 

0 

Bank  Balance,  July  1,  1911,  . 

..  30 

2 

0 

Insurance   

35  0 

0 

31  10 

0 

Furniture  and  Repairs   

93  0 

0 

Miscellaneous   

49  0 

0 

£1.697  10  0 


£1.697  10  0 
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Proceedings  of  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

The  aunual  general  meeting  of  the  sub- 
scribers of  the  Kimberley  Public  Lib- 
rary was  held  in  that  institution  last 
night,  the  Rev.  D.  Wark,  M.A.,  pre- 
siding. There  was  a  very  large  attend- 
ance of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  among 
those  present  being— Mesdames  E.  B. 
Brown,  Teychenne,  and  Hastings,  Misses 
Withers,  Gribble,  Wilman,  and  Lofts, 
Messrs.  J.  D.  Duncan,  E.  C.  L.  Burke,  J. 
Pooley,  W.  Gasson,  E.  B.  BroAvn,  Capt. 
Quentrall,  Dr.  J.  E.Mackenzie,  A.  J. 
Green,  C.  V.  Hartley,  D.  A.  Filer,  J. 
Bayliss,  W.  A.  Buxton,  S.  Banyard,  B. 
vShaw,  C.  H.  Rothman,  E.  C.  Rogers,  W. 
H.  Addison,  H.  J.  Webb,  A.  J.  Freeman, 
W.  E.  Wyeth,  M.  Mackenzie.  G.  L. 
Nightingale,  W.  Irvine,  P.  G.  Croxford, 
G.  Percy,  J.  R.  Booth,  A.  Devonshire, 
T.  Hughes,  A.  Solomon,  R.  Haddock,  P. 
Ware,  V.  G.  Teychenne,  T.  Callen, 
A.  W.  Adams,  W.  H.  Berry,  J. 
W.  McBeath,  and  G.  R.  Benford. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  Ross)  read  the 
notice  convening  the  meeting. 

Letters  of  apology  for  non-attendance 
were  read  from  Mr.  C.  E.  Nind,  Dr. 
Sutton,  Messrs.  S.  Tidd  Pratt,  and  G. 
Tapscott. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Denoon  Dun- 
can, seconded  by  Mr.  G.  R.  Benford,  it 
was  resolved  to  take  the  annual  report 
and  statement  of  accounts,  which  had 
been  previously  circulated  amongst  the 
subscribers,  as  read. 

The  Chairman's  Speech. 

The  Chairman,  Rev.  D.  Wark,  in  mov- 
ing the  adoption  of  the  report  and  ac- 
counts, said :  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  in 
presenting  to  you  the  report  of  the  Kim- 
berley Public  Library  for  the  past  year, 
will  y6u  permit  me  to  say  at  the  outset 
that  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  high 
privilege  attaching  to  the  position  in 
which  I  stand  to-night.  When,  towards 
the  end  of  last  year,  Mr.  Advocate  Kit- 
chin,  to  our  very  great  regret,  resigned 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Library  Com- 
mittee, and  the  committee  did  me  the 
honour  of  electing  me  as  his  successor 
in  that  office,  it  was  with  considerable 
misgivings  that  I  ventured  to  accept  the 
position.      I  feared  thai  I  should  not 


be  able  to  give  that  constant  and  inter- 
ested attention  to  the  work  that  Mr. 
Kitchin  had  done.  This  misgiving  has 
been  more  than  justified,  and  if  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Library  have  not  suffered, 
it  has  been  due  in  part  to  the  willing- 
ness and  ability  of  our  splendid  treas- 
urer. Captain  Tyson,  who  has  devoted 
an  enormous  amount  of  care,  not  only 
to  the  funds,  but  also  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  property  and  the  equipment, 
and  in  part  to  the  efficiency  and  dili- 
gence of  our  valued  librarian,  Mr.  Ross, 
and  our  splendid  staff  of  assistants,  in 
which  there  has  been  no  change  since 
last  year.  You  will  agree  with  me 
when  I  say  that  for  courtesy  and  kind- 
ness, for  willingness  to  take  trouble, 
for  ungrudging  help  cheerfully  rendered, 
and  for  unfailing  good  temper  and  pati- 
ence in  what  must  sometimes  be  trying 
circumstances,  our  Library  staff  would 
be  very  difficult  to  surpass.  These  are 
things  that  we  are  too  much  in  the 
habit  of  taking  for  granted,  forgetting 
how  precious  they  are,  how  much 
of  our  comfort  and  pleasure  in 
using  the  Library  are  due  to 
their  presence,  and  would  disappear 
in  their  absence.  I  feel  bound  to  ex- 
press our  appreciation  of  the  very  valu- 
able service  rendered,  in  regard  to  which 
the  discharge  of  our  monetary  liability 
by  no  means  discharges  our  obligation. 

Turning  to  the  report,  it  will  be 
noticed  that  our  membership  stands  at 
459,  as  against  437  last  year.  This  figure 
represents  even  more  than  the  ap- 
parent increase  of  22,  for  the  list  of 
su])scribers  has  been  carefully  revised, 
and  those  names  removed  Avhose  member- 
ship had  lapsed.  It  is  curious,  looking 
back  over  the  history  of  the  Library, 
to  notice  how  its  membership  has 
fluctuated  from  time  to  time.  Begin- 
ning in  1883  with  150,  it  rapidly  rose 
to  387  in  1889.  From  that  period  it 
steadily  declined,  touching  low  water 
mark  in  1893,  when  it  stood  at  232.  The 
improvement  that  began  in  1894,  with 
the  small  increase  of  eight  on  the  figures 
of  the  previous  year,  was  maintained 
I  with  only  one  very  slight  reaction  in 
the  year  1900  until  1901,  when  the  num- 
ber reached  350.  During  the  years 
1901-2  the  subscription  rate  was  altered, 
with  the  result  that  when  the  report 
for  1902  was  presented,  there  were  .528 
on  the  register,  which  had  become  582 
by  the  end  of  1903.  From  that  year 
there  was  a  gradual  decline,  until  1909. 
when  our  members  had  fallen  to  401, 
j  We  are  on  the  upward  curve  at  pre- 
I     sent,  but  are  still  a  very  long  way  be- 
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low  the  record  figure  of  eight  years  ago.  | 
During  the  past  decade  the  Library  has  I 
had  the  privilege  and  honour  of  being  i 
associated    with    the   inception    of    tAvo  i 
valuable     institutions — the  Kimberley 
Museum  and  the  Athenaeum,  now  hap-  i 
pily  revived,  to  which  fuller  reference 
will  be  made  presently.    These  under- 
takings, it  is  interesting  to  note,  were 
initiated  in  the    same    year    (1903),  in 
which      the  number      of  subscribers 
reached  its  maximum.   One  is  inclined 
to  seek  a  casual  nexus  in  this  coinci- 
dence, and  to  expect,  or  at  least  to  hope 
that,  as  our  membership  again  increases, 
and  we  trust  that  it  will  vei-y  materially 
increase  in  the  near  future,  new  fields 
of  activity  may  be  found,  and  new  op- 
portunities arise  in  which  we  shall  be 
able  still  further  to  benefit  the  place  of 
our  habitation. 

FINANCIAL. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer,  which 
I  personally,  and  I  am  sure  all  of  us, 
very  much  regret,  there  are  one  or  two 
points  in  the  financial  statement  to 
which  I  must  briefly  refer.  We  began 
the  year  with  an  overdraft  at  the  bank 
of  £70  18s.  3d.  We  closed  our  account 
with  a  credit  balance  of  £30  2s.  While 
the  Ciceronian  maxim  that  "  a  great 
source  of  revenue  is  economy'^  was  kept 
steadily  in  mind,  yet  this  very  satisfac- 
tory result  was  not  achieved  by  starv- 
ing the  Library  in  any  respect.  Im- 
provements in  the  property  w^ere  ef- 
fected to  the  amount  of  £191.  A  com- 
modious and  well-equipped  ladies^  room 
has,  on  the  initiative  of  Captain  Tyson, 
replaced  the  former  ladies'  room,  which 
was  small  and  dark  and  uninviting. 
The  matter  of  heating  this  room  lias 
been  engaging  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  we  hope  that  before  next 
winter  suitable  arrangements  will  be 
made  to  render  it  as  comfortable  as 
any  in|  the  building.  Accommodation 
has  been  provided  for  the  Kimberley 
Chess  Club,  whose  members  have  joined 
the  Library,  and  fight  their  battles  in 
the  Smoking  Room.  Books  of  the  value  i 
of  £297  were  added  to  the  stock,  and 
the  salary  of  our  librarian  was  in- 
creased during  the  year  to  a  figure  a 
little  nearer  to  what  the  committee  con- 
sidere<l  he  ought  to  receive.  Several 
causes  have  operated  to  bring  about  ' 
the  improvement  in  our  financial  posi-  i 
tion.  These  are  indicated  in  the  re-  ' 
l)ort,  and  I  need  not  enumerate  them. 

Over  and  above  these  increases  in  our 
revenue  we  are  very  greatly  indebtetl 
to  the  wise  and  watchful  administration 


of  Captain  Tyson,  who,  by  means  of  a 
carefully  prepared  estimate,  guided  our 
expenditure,  so  that  it  Mas  kept  steadily 
within  our  means,   and  due  proportion 
was   observed   in   all   our  departments. 
By   means   of  a  special  grant   of  £100 
from  the  De  Beers  Company  we  were 
enabled  to  proceed  steadily  with  the  im- 
portant work  of  the  Library  catalogue. 
I   am   afraid   Library   subscribers  will 
regard    the    catalogue    as    the  '^King 
Charles'     head"     of    the     annual  re- 
port—something   that    intrudes  itself, 
and     will     not     be     got     rid     of,  do 
what   .we    may.       I     was  interested 
to     find     that     in     the     report  pre- 
sented in  1898  reference  is  made  to  the 
speedy  issue  of  a  new  edition  of  the 
then  existing  catalogue  which  had  been 
published   in      1891.      That   new  edi- 
tion     is      still      on      the      way — a 
toilsome       and       tedious       way  it 
must  surely  have  been.    It  has  almost 
arrived,  hoAvever.    The  end  of  the  jour- 
ney   is,    happily,    at    last    in  sight. 
The  card  catalogue  is  rapidly  approach- 
ing completion,   but  while  the  advan- 
tages  of   this    catalogue    are  obvious, 
its  disadvantages,  so  far  as  readers  are 
concerned,  are  equally  apparent.  One 
must  come  to  the  Library  to  consult  it. 
One  cannot  take  it  down  at  home  and 
go  through  it  at  leisure  to  pick  out  the 
books  that  one  wants  to  read.     For  this 
reason,  and  to  meet  the  wishes  of  a  large 
section  of  subscribers,  the  committee  have 
decided  to  issue 

A  PRINTED  CATALOGUE 

also.  The  fiction  and  juvenile  sections 
will  be  undertaken  first.  Estimates  for 
the  printing  of  these  have  already  been 
obtained.  The  sheets  are  being  prepared 
for  the  compositor,  and  the  work  will  be 
put  in  hand  at  the  very  earliest  moment 
that  the  finances  will  permit.  This  may 
not  ))e  for  a  month  or  two  yet,  but  if  we 
were  to  have  a  large  addition  to  oui' 
membership,  with  its  corresponding  in- 
crease of  revenue,  or  if  we  were  fortu- 
ate  enough  to  have  a  repetition  of  the 
generous  treatment  we  had  from  De 
Beers  Company,  for  example,  las't  year, 
the  time  tliat  must  elapse  would  be  ma- 
terially shortened. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  volumes 
in  the  Library  increased  by  l,i569,  of 
which  121  were  presented.  Referring  to 
the  latter,  special  mention  must  be  made 
of  our  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Sidney  Men- 
delssohn for  a  copy  of  his  valuable  Biblio- 
graj)liy  of  South  African  Literature,  and 
to  Dr.  Ashe  for  an  early  black  lettei- 
edition  of  Chaucer.     The  expected  grant 
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for  the  Eefereuce  Library  has  | 
not  been  forthcoming,  so  that  tlie 
additions  to  that  section  during 
the  3'ear  have  not  been  wery  many. 
A  set  of  the  new  issue  of  the 
"Encyclopaedia  Britannica"  is  on  order, 
and  may  be  expected  in  a  few  weeks.  The 
committee  have  in  the  report  expressed 
their  appreciation  of  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Lloyd,  Librarian  of  the  Sonth  African 
Pul^lic  Library,  in  recommending  books 
to  be  sent  to  ns  on  approval  from  Cape- 
town. This  task,  which  Mr.  Lloyd  un- 
dertook last  year  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Kitchin,  has  been  of  great  service 
in  securing  for  us  books  that  might  not 
otherwise  have  come  under  our  notice, 
and  we  tender  to  him  our  very  sincere 
and  heartA'  thanks. 

BOOKS  AND  EEADEES. 
The  circulation  of  books  shows  a  slight 
increase  on  the  year— from  33,858  to 
34,021.  One  wonders  Avhether  people  of 
to-day  are  reading  so  much  as  those  of 
former  years.  It  seems  a  preposter- 
ous suggestion  that  they  should  not  be, 
and  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  in  1898,  when 
there  were  only  327  readers,  the  circula- 
tion was  33,203,  which  is  only  a  very 
little  short  of  last  year's  figure  for  437 
readers,  or  of  this  year's,  for  459.  In- 
teresting speculations  suggest  themselves 
in  explanation,  but  time  forbids  discus- 
sion. It  is  noticeable  that  fiction  again 
shows  a  slight  decline,  being  this  year 

84  per  cent,   of  the  whole,   as  against 

85  per  cent,  last  year,  and  87  per  cent, 
in  the  previous  year.  It  has  often 
been  matter  of  lamentation  or  complaint 
on  "occasions  such  as  this  that  the  pro- 
portion of  fiction  to  serious  literature  is 
so  high.  It  is  a  complaint  that  I  do 
not  feel  disposed  to  reiterate.  TJn- 
dou])tedly  there  are  among  the  popular 
novels  of  to-day  a  good  many  that  may 
truthfully  be  described  as  "rubbishy." 
One  wonders  why  such  stuff  is  so  eagerly 
and  so  widely  read.  No  good  whatever 
can  be  derived  from  it,  and  waste  of  time 
apart  untold  harm  may  easily  re- 
sult. But  there  is  also  in  circulation 
at  present  a  very  large  proportion  of 
what  may  be  called  serious  fiction, 
many  of  the  great  writers  of  our 
time  having  deliberately  adopted 
the  novel  as  a  form  in  which  to 
convey  their  message  to  the  age.  To 
many  of  these  we  may  apply  the  saying 
of  Milton :  "  A  good  book  is  the  pre- 
cious life-blood  of  a  master-spirit  em- 
balmed and  treasured  upon  purpose  to 
a  life  beyond  life."  It  is  extremely 
doubtful  also,  and  very  much  open  to 


question,  whether  all  the  works  other 
than  fiction  that  are  usually  classed 
as  "■  serious"  have  any  right  to  be  so 
designated.  The  most  popular  author 
with  our  readers  for  the  past  year  has 
been  Mrs.  Florence  Barclay,  and  her 
novel,  "The  Rosary,"  has  been  the  most 
frequently  read.  Gertrude  Page  and 
Myrtle  Eeed  come  second  and  third  in 
order  of  popularity.  Lovers  of  the  old 
masters,  as  we  may  call  them— 
Dickens,  Scott  and  Thackeray — will 
be  glad  to  knoAv  they  maintain 
their  places  well  in  competition 
with  the  majority  of  their  modern 
l  ivals.  This  is  the  more  notable  when 
we  remember  that  fresh  editions  of  all 
three  are  constantly  being  issued,  so  that 
every  year  there  is  less  and  less  need 
for  their  readers  to  resort  to  the  shelves 
of  the  Public  Library.  One  cannot  helj) 
commenting  on  the  fact  that  the  centen- 
ary of  tlie  last-named  passed  almost  or 
altogether  without  notice  in  the  public 
press  of  this  country.  "^"^July  18,  Thack- 
eray, born  1811."  Says  Mr.  Austen  Dob- 
son  : 

"  Ah !    what   a   world   the   words  bring 
back. 

Those  bald  words  in  the  almanack !" 

Becky  and  the  Colonel,  and  Henry 
Esmond  and  Amelia,  and  a  troop  of 
others.  How  they  crowd  into  our  mem- 
ories as  the  names  of  old  friends, 
"  almost  better  known  than  mortal  kins- 
folk of  our  oAvn." 

It  is  little  short  of  startling  to  think 
that  we  shall  celebrate  the  Dickens'  Cen- 
tenary early  next  year.  How  often  one 
is  inclined  to  revert  to  old  Ingolds))y's 
quaint  epigram : 

"  What  Horace  says  is : 

Ehcii  fiigaccs 
Anni  lahuntur,  Postumc,  Postumcl 
Years  glide  away,  and  are  lost  to  me, 
lost  to  me!" 
While  fiction  has  declined  by  one  per 
cent.,  travel  has  increased  by  45  per  cent. 
Part  of  this  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
great  popularity  of  the  recent  accounts 
of  Polar  expeditions.  Biography  stands 
at  about  the  same  figure  as  last  year,  in 
spite  of  the  great  run  that  there  has  been 
on  the  two  "Lives"  of  Ehodes — Jourdan's 
and  Michell's.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  a  vei-y  great  advance  was  recorded 
(lut  ing  the  previous  year.  Essays  again 
have  increased  by  35  per  cent.,  and  a 
xery  large  part  of  the  increase  has  taken 
])lace  in  the  last  four  months.  The 
sudden  augmentation  of  interest  in  this 
class  of  literature  almost  exactly  syn- 
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ohronises  with  the  beginning  of  the  new 
Athenaeum.  It  seems  i-easonable  there- 
fore to  find  here  the  explanation  of  the 
fact  revealed  hy  onr  records,  and  to  con- 
gratulate the  originators  of  this  new  de- 
parture. We  may  also  congratulate 
ourselves  on  having  afforded  faci- 
lities and  made  arrangements  to 
fostei-  and  encourage  this  pro- 
mising and  praiseworthy  effort.  About 
the  beginning  of  the  present  year  a  large 
addition  was  made  to  the  books  in  the 
Juvenile  Section,  with  the  result  that 
the  circulation  of  that  section  has  more 
than  doubled  within  the  past  four 
mouths.  Curious  fluctuations  are  ob- 
servable in  the  monthly  returns  of  book 
issues.  In  August  there  is  by  far  the 
largest  issue  for  the  year;  September  and 
March  come  next,  and  are  almost  exactly 
equal.  Does  the  annual  meeting  stimu- 
late the  interest  of  readers,  which  gra- 
dually thereafter  wanes  until  they  return 
from  their  holidays  so  I'einvigorated  iu 
mind  as  in  body  that  the  intellectual  ap- 
petite demands  the  satisfaction  which 
our  shelves  provide?  Is  this  sudden 
outburst  of  energy  followed  by  a  reaction 
or  mental  dysi)epsia,  or  is  there  torpor 
induced  l)y  the  increasing  cold  of  winter, 
or  is  it  the  distractions  of  the 
social  gathering — the  dance  and  the 
bridge  party,  that  accounts  for  the 
subsequent  gradual  decline,  until 
the  recurrence  of  the  annual  meet- 
ing brings  stimulus  again,  and  the 
circle  of  the  year  begins  once  more? 
Whatever  be  the  explanation,  the  curious 
fact    remains.  Arrangements  were 

made  during  the  year  to  open  the 
Library  at  9  a.m.,  instead  of  10 
a.m.,  as  formerly.  This  has  worked 
well,  and  while  imposing  no  ad- 
ditional burden  on  the  staff,  has  proved 
very  convenient  to  many  people  who  are 
now  able  to  leave  their  books  as  they 
come  into,  town,  instead  of  having  to 
carry  them  on  to  their  places  of  busi- 
ness and  bring  them  back  at  a  later 
hour.  No  one  seems  to  have  been  seri- 
ously inconvenienced  by  the  closing  of 
the  Library  on  public  holidays  up  to 
the  hour  of  2  p.m.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
the  facilities  to  the  public  are  now 
greater  in  our  Library  than  in  any  other 
similar  institution  in  South  Africa.  If 
v.e  accept  the  statement  of  Carlyle  that 
"  the  true  university  in  these  days  is  a 
collection  of  books.''  then  Kimberley  may 
well  claim  to  be  a  university  town.  We 
may  criticise  the  value,  the  completeness, 
or  the  deficiency  of  this  or  that  section, 
but  we  cannot  question  the  priceless 
value  of  the  institution  as  a  whole,  or 


the  debt  that  this  town  owes  to 
those  through  whose  self-sacrifice  and 
fostei'ing  care  the  Kimberley  Public  Lib- 
rary has  attained  its  present  flourishing 
condition.  Many  names  spi'ing  to  one's 
lips  in  this  connection,  but  one  must 
hasten  on.  If  Kimberley  is  to  be  as 
some  of  us,  I  know,  hope  it  may  be,  an 
imi)ortant  educational  centre,  then  the 
presence  of  this  valuable  Library  becomes 
more  than  ever  important,  and  our  aim 
must  be  to  make  it  more  and  more  thor- 
oughly equipped.  While  we  may  not  dis- 
regard the  claim  of  the  general  reader  or 
of  those  who  seek  something  to  keep  the 
mind  pleasantly  occupied  in  an  idle  houi-, 
we  must  remember  that  one  great  func- 
tion (is  it  not  the  greatest?)  of  such  a 
l)ublic  library  as  this,  is  to  provide 

THE  SEIIIOUS  STUDENT 
with  material  for  the  prosecution  of  his 
study,  to  place  within  his  reach  those 
volumes  that  are  necessary  for  his  re- 
search, but  so  expensive  or  so  numerous 
that  the  means  at  his  disposal  will  not 
suffer  him  to  procure  them  for  himself, 
aud  to  bring  it  to  pass  that  not  only  may 
the  dilettante  student  be  able  to  gratify 
his  taste  in  any  department  of  literature, 
but  that  the  historian  or  the  antiquary, 
the  ethnologist  or  the  engineer,  the  edu- 
cationist or   the   philosopher,   may  find 
material  to  aid  him  in  the  endeavour 
that  his  mind  may  be  thoroughly  fur- 
I      nished  for  the  work  of  his  life.  For 
I      the  accomplishing  of  this  result  we  crave 
I      and  confidently  expect  the  support  of 
all  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
I      our  town,  in  its  future  development,  in 
I      its  culture,  in  its  highest  good,  and  we 
!      trust  that  our  membership  during  the 
I      j^ear  may  be  very  greatly  increased. 
!        In  closing,   I  would      emphasise  the 
paragraiih  in  the  report  that  expresses 
our  thanks  to  the  local  Press,  the  "D.F. 
.Advertiser"  and  the  "Kimberley  Star," 
for  the  help  they  have  given  the  com- 
mittee in  bringing  the  advantages  and 
resources  and  facilities  of  the  Library 
before  the  public,  and  in  endeavouring 
to  broaden   the  interest  in  it,  and  to 
secure  for  it  a  larger  measure  of  public 
I     support.  (.Applause). 

THE  ATHEN.EUM. 
Ml'.  E.  C.  Lardner  Burke  seconded 
the  motion,  and  stated  that  after 
the  very  lucid,  and  very  exhaus- 
tive speech  on  the  affairs- of  the  Library 
!  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  add  anything  more  in  seconding 
the  adoption  of  the  report.  He  thought 
they,  as  subscribers  to  the  Library, 
could  congratulate  themselves  upon  the 
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very  satisfactory  progress  that  had  been 
made  in  the  Library  during  the  year 
under  review,  not  only  from  the  mater- 
ial side,  but  as  they  Avould  see  from  the 
report,  the  finances  of  the  institution 
were  in  a  very  satisfactory  position;  the 
assets  had  been  Avritten  down  in  a  con- 
servative manner,  so  that  the  financial 
position  of  the  Library  might  be  con- 
sidered and  taken  to  be  one  of  great 
strength.  But  besides  the  material  side, 
it  was  satisfactory  to  know  from  the 
figures  which  the  Chairman  had  given 
them  that  the  sphere  of  usefulness  of 
this  institution  had  been  Avell  main- 
tained, and  that  the  position  which  the 
Chairman  had  just  declared  to  them  re- 
garding this  institution  in  the  town  bade 
fair  to  be  maintained  in  the  future.  The 
Chairman  had  asked  him  to  make  refer- 
ence to  the  inception  of  the  Athenaeum 
in  relation  to  the  Library.  He  might 
say  that  he  did  not  wish  to  appear  be- 
fore them  noAv  as  a  member  of  the 
Athenaeum,  but  as  the  Chairman  had 
requested  him  to  make  reference  to  that 
institution  he  need  not  make  any  excuse 
for  so  doing.  It  was  very  important 
and  very  satisfactory  to  know  that  the 
two  institutions,  the  Athenaeum  and 
the  Library,  were  in  the  most 
cordial  relations.  He  made  bold 
to  say  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
support  and  kindly  interest  of  the 
executive  of  the  Library  he  did  not  think 
the  Athenaeum  could  have  been  launched 
with   any  degree  of  success. 

They  give  the  Athenaeum  this  room, 
which  Avas  at  their  disposal,  and  week 
by  week  members  met  here,  and  alto- 
gether they  owed  a  great  deal  to  the 
Library  in  that  respect.  With  regard 
to  the  two  institutions  they  might  al- 
most term  them  complementary  to  one 
another,  in  this  way,  that  the  Library 
granted  facilities  of  every  description  to 
those  who  required  and  wished  to  read 
and  study,  and  go  in  for  research, 
while  the  Athenaeum,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  as  its  object,  or  one  of  its 
main  objects,  the  cultivation  of  the 
taste  for  reading,  research,  study,  and 
literature,  and  if  the  institution  could 
create  such  a  taste  he  was  perfectly 
certain  that  the  Library  must  benefit. 
In  conclusion,  they  could  congratulate 
themselves,  as  subscribers  to  the 
Library,  on  the  exceedingly  satisfactory 
report  which  had  been  placed  before 
them.  (Applause.) 

The  report  and  statement  of  accounts 
were  adopted  unanimously. 


COMMITTEE. 

The  following  were  elected  on  the 
committee  for  the  ensuing  year :  Miss 
A.  Frankenstein,  Messrs.  A.  H.  J. 
Bourne,  M.A.;  E.  B.  Brown,  J.P.;  E.  C. 
Lardner  Burke,  J.  Benoon  Duncan,  J.P. ; 
J.  E.  Mackenzie,  M.D. ;  J.  Pooley,  J.P.; 
J.  li.  Sutton,  M.A. ;  Br.  H.  Symonds, 
G.  Tapscott,  Eev.  D.  Wark,  M.A. ;  and 
Dr.  A.  H.  Watkins,  M.L.A. 

Dr.  Mackenzie  proposed  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  outgoing  committee.  The 
report  was  an  excellent  one,  and 
augured  well  for  the  time  devoted  to  the 
Library  by  the  committee,  and  he  was 
sure  the  subscribers  appreciated  the 
labours  which  they  had  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  reading  public. 

Mr.  V.  G.  Teychenne  seconded  the  mo- 
tion, and  commented  upon  the  con- 
tinuous development,  increasing  utility, 
and  improved  attractiveness  of  the 
Librarj^  especially  during  the  past 
year.  As  a  member  of  the  Athenaeum 
he  Avas  grateful  to  the  committee  for 
their  practical  ^sympathy,  which  he 
hoped  would  be  mutually  beneficial. 
He  paid  tribute  to  the  enthusiasm, 
courtesy,  and  absolutely  unfailing 
energj^  of  the  Secretary,  Mr,  Ross. 

The  vote  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

The  Chairman  replied. 

Mr.  J.  Denoon  Duncan  added  that  the 
vote  included  the  ex-officio  and  nom- 
inated as  well  as  the  elected  members, 
and  in  this  respect  they  were  specially 
fortunate  in  having  the  presence  of 
the  Mayor. 

The  Mayor  (Councillor  W.  Gasson, 
J. P.),  said  he  very  much  appreciated 
the  vote  of  thanks  which  had  included 
the  nominated  members.  It  was  specially 
pleasing  to  find  that  the  financial  posi- 
tion of  the  Library  was  on  such  a  sound 
basis,  and  that  its  sphere  of  usefulness 
had  improved  very  considerably.  The 
Athenaeum  had  been  mentioned,  and  it 
was  particularly  gratifying  to  know  it 
had  made  such  good  progress,  not  only 
as  an  institution  in  itself;  but  also 
as  an  adjunct  of  the  Library.  In  fact 
it  performed  one  of  the  most  useful  func- 
tions for  which  the  Library  was  .  de- 
signed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Adams 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman  for 
presiding  was  accorded,  and  the  proceed- 
ings then  terminated. 
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OUR  rUBUC  LIBRARY. 

("  Diamond   Fields  Adrerl iser,^^  Aiujnd 
12tk  1911.) 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  subscrib- 
ers tu  the  Kiniberley  Public  Lib- 
rary, held  last  night,  the  Chairman, 
Rev.  D,  Wark,  M.A.,  delivered  an 
interesting  si^eech  dealing  with  the 
principal  features  calling  for  com- 
ment in  connection  with  the  pro- 
gress of  the  institution  during  the 
past  year.  We  have  already  pub- 
lished the  annual  report,  and  the  re- 
port of  the  meeting  appears  in  an- 
other part  of  this  issue.  In  drawing 
attention  to  it,  we  desire  more  par- 
ticularly to  point  out  that  the  num- 
ber of  "subscribers  is  still  consider- 
ably below  what  it  ought  to  be, 
bearing  in  mind  the  size  and  im- 
portance of  the  town,  and  the  alto- 
gether exceptional  nature  of  the 
facilities  offered.  Those  facilities, 
we  gather  from  the  Chairman's 
speech,  are  now  actually  greater 
than  in  any  other  similar  institution 
in  South  Africa.  That  is  a  fact 
which  can  very  fairly  and  properly 
be  impressed  upon  the  local  public. 
It  should  stimulate  some  of  those 
who  do  not  at  present  avail  them- 
selves of  our  Library  facilities  to 
enquire  a  little  more  closely  into  the 
unique  advantages  which  they  are 
content  to  miss.  They  may  not 
have  hitherto  given  much  thought 
to  the  subject,  but  if  they  take  the 
trouble  to  go  into  it  we  have  little 
doubt  that  in  a  good  many  cases 
they  will  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  have  been  neglecting  their 
opportunities,  and  that  the  small 
Library  subscription  is  really  a  re- 
markably good  investment.  Let 
them  go  through  the  building,  take 
note  of  the  comfortable  rooms  and 
"appointments,"  affording  in  many 
respects  the  conveniences,  not 
merely  of  a  Library,  but  of  a  first 
class  Club.  Then  let  them  glance 
over  the  book- shelves,  and  note  how 
the  supply  of  literature  is,  by  care 
ful  selection  and  addition,  kept  con- 
stantly up  to  date.  If  they  are  of 
a  studious  turn  of  mind,  they  will 
find  the  reference  department  such 
as  no  stranger  would  ever  expect 
to  find  in  an  up-country  South  Af- 
rican town,  the  outcome  of  a  min- 
ing camp.  If  they  seek  mental  re- 
laxation in  light  reading  merely,  it 


is  there  in  abundance,  and  all  good 
aiul  wholesome  of  its  kind.  If  their 
chief  lequirement  is  a  room  where 
they  can  meet  their  friends  in  the 
evening,  to  smoke  the  companion- 
able pipe  or  play  a  quiet  game  of 
chess,  there  is  the  chess  and  smok- 
ing-room for  this  special  purpose. 
Thanks  in  a  large  measure  to  the 
thoughtful  interest  of  Capt.  Tyson, 
the  hon.  treasurer,  who  knows  where 
money  needs  to  be  spent  as  well  as 
where  it  may  be  saved,  substantial 
improvements  have  been  effected  in 
precisely  those  directions  which 
ought  to  appeal  to  intending  sub- 
scribers, the  requirements  of  both 
sexes  having  been  impartially  kept 
in  view. 

All  this  being  so,  we  cannot  be- 
lieve that  a  membership  of  459,  as 
against  582  in  1903,  or  123  less  than 
at  the  period  when  high  water  mark 
was  reached,  really  exhausts  the 
possibilities  represented  by  the  pre- 
sent population  and  restored  pros- 
perity of  Kimberley.  We  hope, 
therefore,  a  perusal  of  the  annual 
report,  and  the  report  of  last  night's 
meeting,,  will  result  in  a  further 
substantial  accession  to  the  sub- 
scribers' list  during  the  ensuing 
>ear.  The  steps  which  have  been 
taken  by  the  conmiittee  to  make 
the  institution  in  every  way  worthy 
of  public  support,  efforts  in  which 
they  are  so  admirably  backed  up  by 
the  Librarian,  Mr.  Hoss,  and  his 
obliging  staff  of  assistants,  cer- 
tainly merit  this  response.  No- 
thing is  left  undone,  so  far  as  funds 
permit,  to  make  the  institution  a 
model  one  in  every  respect,  and  it 
goes  without  saying  that  the  more 
subscribers,  and  consequently  the 
more  funds,  the  greater  the  facili- 
ties and  attractions  in  future  are 
likely  to  be.  The  catalogue  ar- 
rangements, for  example,  are  a  case 
in  point.  Existing  members  might 
no  doubt  do  a  great  deal,  if  they 
would  only  bear  the  matter  in  mind, 
by  recommending  the  advantages  of 
the  institution  amongst  their  own 
personal  friends.  By  so  doing  they 
would,  in  strengthening  its  finan- 
cial resources,  be  smoothing  the 
path  for  those  further  conveniences 
in  the  benefit  of  which  they  them- 
selves would  participate.  They 
will  not,  we  feel  sure,  take  the  sug- 
gestion amiss. 


We  have  not  space  to  touch  upon 
the  many  points  of  interest  covered 
by  the   annual   report   and  Chair- 
man's speecli,  nor  is  there  any  need, 
so  long  as  by  drawing  attention 
thereto  we  succeed  in  inducing  our 
readers  to  note  the  points  for  them-  \ 
selves.     We  are  pleased  to  welcome 
the  restoration  of  the  Government 
grant  to  its  original  sum  of  £300  j 
per  annum,  as  also  the  liberal  sup- 
port received  from  De  Beers  Com-  i 
pany,    and   the   Kimberley      Town  | 
Council.      We  should  be  still  more 
pleased  to  be  able  to  record  the  re- 
storation also  by  the  Government  of 
the   special  grant  which  for  some 
years  they  gave  for  the  reference  \ 
department.      The   Chairman  very  j 
properly   emphasised      the  special 
value  and  importance  attaching  to 
this  section  of  the  Library,  in  pro- 
viding the  seiious  student  with  the  \ 
materials  for  his  study  and  research.  ! 
From   the   educational  standpoint, 
this  is  a  solid  consideration  which 
ought  to     commend     itself  to  the 
Government,  who,  when  voting  pub- 
lic funds,  may  naturally  be  expec- 
ted to  desire  that  some  really  prac- 
tical and  useful     purpose  shall  be 
served  thereby.         The  Kimberley 


Library,  thanks  to  its  valuable  col- 
lection of  reference  works,  and  its 
large  stock  of  books  of  other  than 
fiction  properly  so-called,  is  a  great 
deal  more  than  a  means  for  merely 
recreative  reading  and  mental  en- 
tertainment. It  is  satisfactory  to 
note  the  extent  to  which  the  more 
serious  purposes  of  the  institution 
are  apparently  being  served.  In 
this  connection  the  revival  of  the 
Athenaeum  has  evidently  created  a 
mental  stimulus  upon  which  the 
promoters  of  the  movement  are  to 
be  congratulated.  The  fact  that 
the  number  of  volumes  included  in 
the  Library  was  increased  during 
the  year  by  1,569  shows  that  no  one 
need  fear  not  being  able  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  tide  of  literary  pro- 
duction. With  the  co-operation  of 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  the  South  African 
Library,  the  institution  is  kept  in 
close  touch  with  the  latest  arrivals 
of  new  books  in  Capetown,  and 
whether  as  a  place  of  occasional 
resort,  or  simply  as  a  literary  store 
from  which  to  draw  supplies  for 
home  reading  or  study,  it  well 
merits  the  Chairman's  appeal  for 
the  support  of  all  who  are  interes- 
ted in  the  welfare  of  the  town. 
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KIMBERLEY   PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  30th  JUNE  1912. 


To  the  Subscribers  of  the  Kimberley  Public  Library  : 


The  following  annual  report,  balance 
sheet,  etc.,  will  be  submitted  to  sub- 
scribers at  the  general  meeting  to  be 
held  in  the  Public  Library  this  (Wed- 
nesday) evening  at  8.30  p.m. 

In  presenting  their  29th  annual  report 
of  the  Library,  the  committee  are 
pleased  to  state  that  the  general  devel- 
opment of  the  work  of  the  institution 
dui  ing  the  past  financial  year  has  been 
Hiost  gratifying. 

The  roll  of  subscribers  at  30th  June, 
1912,  numbered  529  as  against  459  in  the 
previous  year;  437  in  1909-10,  and  401  in 
1908-9.  Library  subscriptions  for  the 
year  amounted  to  £723  10s.  8d.  as  against 
£647  16s.  lOd.  for  1910-11.  and  £645  12s'.  44. 
for  1909-10. 

The  net  increase  to  the  stock  of  books 
by  purchase  and  otherwise,  after  de- 
ducting a  quantity  of  worn-out  and 
duplicate  copies  of  novels  withdrawn 
from   circulation,  .  numbered   1,000  vol- 


umes. The  issues  of  books  for  home 
reading  (exclusive  of  Kenilworth  Lib- 
rary) totalled  36,344,  an  increase  of  2.323 
oil  the  circulation  of  the  previous  twelve 
months. 

In  September  last  a  revision  of  the 
Library's  fire  insurance  arrangements, 
including  a  careful  revaluation  of  the 
bcok-stock,  was  effected.  The  many  val- 
uable literary  treasures  and  works  of 
reference  in  the  institution  have  been 
scheduled  in  detail,  and  the  replacement 
or  market  value  of  each  item  is  now 
fully,  assured  by  the  companies  con- 
cerned. 

Early  in  the  year  the  committee  de- 
cided to  open  the  Library  on  certain 
public  holidays  from  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m., 
irtstead  of  from  2  to  10  p.m.,  as  for- 
merly.  The  altei-ation  has  been  marked 
hv  an  increased  attendance  of  subscrib- 
ers and  the  general  public  on  those 
days. 


2 


Auiong  the  various  improvements  car- 
ried out  during  the  year  mention  may 
be  made  of  the  renovation  of  the  front 
portion  of  the  Library  exterior,  and  the 
granolithic  paving  of  the  sidewalk  in 
Dutoitspan  Road.  A  printed  catalogue 
of  English  fiction  and  children's  books, 
<'ompiled  by  the  Librarian,  was  pub- 
lished by  the  "Diamond  Fields  Adver- 
tiser, Ltd.."  in  May.  With  the  object 
of  giving  these  lists  as  wide  a  circula- 
tion as  possible,  it  was  determined  to 
issue  them  at  a  shilling  per  copy,  which 
is  much  below  the  cost  of  production. 
A  considerable  number  have  already 
been  taken  up  by  subscribers,  but  the 
<ommittee  would  urge  all  those  who  have 
not  yet  pmchased  copies  of  this  useful 
handbook  to  do  so  now. 

Provision  has  been  made  in  the  new 
estimates  for  the  immediate  purchase 
of  a  large  card-cabinet  to  hold  the  com- 
pleted card-catalogue  of  the  general 
literature  and  reference  works  in  the 
Library. 

An  application  from  the  Bloemhof 
diamond  diggings  for  a  regular  supply 
of  200  library  books  at  a  reduced  sub- 
scription was  recently  granted.  The 
committee  are  at  all  times  glad  to  con- 
sider applications  of  this  kind  from  the 
outlying  districts. 

Although  no  increase  in  the  annual 
Government  grant  to  the  Library  has 
taken  place  during  the  year  under  re- 
view, the  committee  are  pleased  to  re- 
port that  the  De  Beers  directorate,  in 
addition  to  their  usual  donation  of  £250, 
very  generously  contributed  a  spe- 
cial donation  of  £100,  and  that  the  Kim- 
berley  Corporation  repeated  their  in- 
creased grant  of  £150. 

The  very  cordial  thanks  of  the  com- 
mittee are  due  to  the  various  donors  of 
bc-cks,  etc.,  presented  to  the  Library, 
particularly  to  Mr.  Sidney  Mendelssohn 
for  photographic  facsimiles  of  early 
])rinted  notices  relating  to  the  Diamond 
Fields;  to  the  Union  Government,  the 
New  Zealand  Government,  the  British 


Museum  and  other  public  "bodies 
for  copies  of  official  publications. 
Special  thanks  are  again  due 
to  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  the  South 
African  Public  liibrary,  for  valu- 
able suggestions  for  the  inclusion  of 
many  important  new  publications,  and 
to  the  editors  of  the  "Advertiser"  and 
the  "Star"  for  inserting  library  note'^ 
and  announcements  free  of  charge. 

Tables  of  Library  statistics  and  ac- 
counts fov  the  year  are  appended. 

D.  WARK,  M.A.,  Chairman. 

LIBRARY  STATISTICS. 

Subscribers.— 1911-12  :  Life  17,  first-class 
17,  second-class  171,  third-class  227, 
teachers,  nurses,  etc.,  97;  total,  529. 

Subscriptions.— 1911-12,  £723  10s.  8d. 

Stock  of  Books.— 1911-12  :  Travels  1,131, 

Biography  2,018,  History,  etc.,  3,003, 
Poetry  and  Drama  952,  Philosophy,  Poli- 
tics, etc.,  688,  Science  1,229,  Theology  610, 
Ancient  Classics  477,  Useful  and  Fine 
Arts  567,  French,  German,  Dutch,  etc., 
2,769,  South  African  1,717,  Sports  and 
Miscellaneous  706,  Reference  7,490,  Eng- 
lish Fiction  7,994,  Juvenile  1,245,  Bound 
Periodicals  1,774;  total  34,373. 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year 
1,416,  number  of  volumes  withdrawn  417, 
net  increase  over  previous  year  999  vol- 
umes, donations  of  books,  reports,  etc., 
108.  periodicals  and  newspapers  on  tables 
134. 

Circulation  of  Books.— 1911-12  :  Fiction 
30,208,  Juvenile  1,242,  Travels  503,  Bio- 
graphy 687,  History,  etc.,  757,  Poetry  and 
Drama  318,  Philosophy,  Politics,  etc., 
352,  Science  402,  Theology  92,  Ancien' 
Classics  17,  Useful  and  Fine  Arts  42, 
Flench,  German,  Dutch,  etc.,  181,  South 
African  545  Sports  and  Miscellaneous 
264,  Periodicals  553,  Reference  181;  total, 
30,344. 

Average  monthly  circulation  3,028;  per- 
centage of  fiction  to  other  issues  83.1  per 
cent.;  number  of  days  open  305.  Averagr 
attendance  of  public  305. 
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Balance  Sheet,  30th  June,  1912. 


LIABILITIES. 

Subscribers"  Deposit  Moneys  £296  16  0 
Sundry  Open   Accounts    68  14 


General  Fund  ... 


365  10  7 
,.  20,883  18  10 

£21.249    9  5 


ASSETS. 

Books    £8,700   0  0 

Library  Site  and  Buildings  5,000  0  0 
House  and  Stands,  Woodley 

Street    450    0  0 

Furniture  and  Fittings    1,600   0  0 

Investments   5,270  10  0 

Catalogues  on  Hand    17  10  0 

Sundry  Debtors    159    9  9 

Cash  in  hand  and  at  Bank...  51  19  8 


£21,249    9  5 


Dr. 


Expenditure  and  Revenue,  1911-12. 


Cr. 


To  Books  purchased   

£307 

14 

2 

.,  Papers  and  Periodicals  ... 

89 

7 

1 

,,  Salaries  and  Wages   

845 

5' 

3 

„  (Catalogue)  

100 

0 

0 

28 

12 

10 

Lighting   and  Fuel   

53 

18 

6 

,,  Printing,  Stationery,  Ad- 

vertising, &c   

64 

19 

9 

42 

9 

3 

Auditors*  Fees   

31 

10 

0 

,,  Balance  of  Catalogue  A/c, 

written  off   

28 

6 

0 

,,  Replacements  and  Repairs 

109 

1 

4 

,,  General  Expenses   

38 

8 

4 

,,  Balance,  carried  to  General 

A/c  

125 

15 

0 

£1,865 


By  Subscriptions   

Grants  and  Donations  .. 
.,  Interest  and  Dividends 
„  Rents   


£723  10  8 

^00   0  0 

292   7  0 

49  10  0 


£1,865   7  S 


D.  WARK,  M.A.,  Chairman. 

We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  with  the  Ixjoks  and  accounts  of  the 
Library,    and   certify    the   same   to    be  correct. 

PHILIP  SALISBURY.  ^ 

Incorporated  Accountant,  . 

'■Auditors 

T.  M.  PARSONSON.  I 
Certified  Accountant,  J 

Kimberley,  July  26th.  1912. 
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Estimated  Revenue  and  Expenditure,  1912-13. 


REVENUE 


Subscriptions   

.  £710 

0 

0 

Government  Grant   

.  300 

0 

0 

Corporation  Grant   

150 

0 

0 

Donation,  l)e  Beers  Co  

.  250 

0 

0 

Interest,  Rents,  &c  

.  347 

17 

0 

12 

10 

0 

Bank  Balance,  July  1,  1912  .. 

49 

19 

8 

EXPENDITURE. 


Books  and  I'eriodicals   £460   0  0 

Salaries  and  Wages    852    0  0 

Bonuses    15   0  0 

Catalogue    60   0  0 

Stationery,    Printing,    <fec    ...  42    0  0 

Light,  Fuel  and  Rates    96  10  0 

Insurance    25   0  0 

Audit  Fees    21    0  0 

Furniture  and  Repairs    95   0  0 

Miscellaneous    60   0  0 

Balance    93  16  8 


£1.820   6  8 
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Proceedings  of  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

♦ 

The  annual  meeting  of  sulscribers  to 
tho  Kimberley  Public  Library  was  held 
in  the  Library  last  night  under  the  pre- 
sidency of  KeV.  1).  Wark,  M.A.  There 
were  present  the  Mayor  (Councillor  W. 
Gassou,  J. P.),  Messrs.  Euston  Brown,  E. 

Lardner  Burke,  Dr.  J.  E.  Mackenzie, 
Di-.  J.  E.  Sutton,  J.  Denoon  Duncan,  A. 
.T.  Bourne,  Eev.  W.  Pescod,  L.  G.  Night- 
ingale, F.  Carstairs  Eogers,  S.  Giddy, 
R.  W.  Haddock,  D.  W.  Corderoy,  J. 
Kent,  G.  E.  Benford,  D.  McCarthy,  S. 
R.  Tidd  Pratt,  G.  Tapscott,  Misses  Wil- 
nian,  Wilson,  Melville  and  Lofts,  and 
the  Secretary  and  Librarian,  Mr.  John 
Ross. 

The  Secretary  read  the  notice  con- 
vening the  meeting  and  the  minutes  of 
the  last  annual  meeting,  the  latter  being 
confirmed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Benford, 
seconded  by  Mr.  F.  Carstairs  Eogers,  the 
annual  report  and  (Statement  of  ac- 
counts were  taken  as  read,  these  having 
already  been  published  in  the  columns 
of  the  "D.F.  Advertiser." 

The  Chairman  apologised  for  the  en- 
force<l  absence  of  Captain  T.  G.  Tyson. 

CHAIEMAN^S  ADDEESS. 

The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption 
of  the  Report  and  Balance  Sheet,  said  :— 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,— The  commit- 
tee having  again  done  me  the  honour  of 
electing  me  as  their  Chairman,  it 
is  my  privilege  to  present  to  you 
on  their  behalf  the  annual  report  and 
statement  of  accounts. 

The  year  under  review  has  been  one 
of  considerable  progress  in  several  direc- 
tions. Our  membership,  for  instance, 
has  increased,  you  will  uotice,  from  459 
to  529,  maintaining  the  upward  ten- 
dency of  which  1  was  able  to  speak  last 
year.  We  are  still  short  of  the  high- 
water  mark  of  1903,  but  it  is  our  hope 
that  further  increase  will  be  made  this 
year,  and  that  that  "best  on  record" 
may  soon  be  exceeded.  Part  of  the  in- 
crease this  year  is  due  to  an  arrange- 
ment entered  into  with  the  Diamond 
Fields  Teachers'  Association  whereby 
the  members  of  that  body  are  admitted 
to  the  privileges  of  Library  member- 


I     ship  on  special  terms  as  regards  guar- 
j      antee.     These  terms  are  such  as  to  give 
I      ample  security  to  the  Library  and  at 
j      the  same   time   to   make     the  burden 
I      lighter  for  members  of  the  association. 
1      The  rest  of  the  increase  is  from  the 
citizens  of  Kimberley,  and  suggests  that 
the  institution  is  commending  itself  as 
a   valuable,  not  to  say  necessary,  ele- 
!      ment   in    the   life   and   culture   of  the 
town.     One  cannot  help  feeling  that  the 
popularity  of  the  Library  is  considerably 
enhanced  by  the  kindness  and  courtesy, 
as  well  as  the  efficiency,  of  the  staff, 
which   remains   unchanged     since  last 
year.      The   wide   range  of  knowledge 
j      and  the  great  experience  of  our  esteemed 
;      and  genial  Librarian,  Mr.  Eoss,  are  al- 
'      ways  at  the  disposal  of  any  reader  who 
may  be  seeking,  information  on  any  mat- 
tf^r  whatsoever.    And  whether  it  be  the 
origin  and  derivation  of  some  uncouth 
survival    in    a    provincial    dialect  long 
I      since    disappeared    from    current  Eng- 
j      lish    speech,    or    the  tracing  of  some 
i      obscure  technical  term  which  has,  per- 
haps, never  had  any  existence,  save  in 
i      the   imagination    of   the      anxious  in- 
I      quirer,    or    the    latest       discovery  of 
modern  science,  with  occasional  excur- 
i      sions  even   into  the  realms  of  the  oc- 
I      cult,    the   Librarian   counts   no  trouble 
I      too  great  to  be  taken,  and  rarely  will 
I      the  seeker  go  away  without  having  been 
I      at   least   put  on   the  track  of  the  in- 
I      formation  he  needs,  if  it  be  not,  as  will 
I      more   usually   happen,   there  and  then 
[      supplied.      The    assistants,    too,    it  is 
'      pleasant  to  note,   take   a  kindly  and 
friendly  interest  in  the  wants  of  the 
i      readers,    and    are      ever   ready    to  ad- 
{      vise    as   to    the    relative    merits,  shall 
I      we   say,  of  Mrs.   Barclay   and  Marie 
Corelli,   or   as    to   the   quality   of  this 
oi-  that     recent  book    by  a  popular 
I      author,   or   as   to   the  probable  suit- 
ability of  some   volume  to  divert  the 
sufferer's  attention  from  a  mildly  nag- 
I      ging   toothache,   or   to   keep   a  drowsy 
host  awake  while  awaiting  the  arrival 
of   a   friend   by   a   belated  midnight 
train.    I  feel  certain  that  the  members 
of  the  Library  will  heartily  approve  a 
cordial    expression  of  our  deep  appre- 
ciation  of    and    gratitude    for    all  the 
I      care   and   attention   bestowed  on  our 
wants  with  such  unfailing  courtesy  and 
'      good   nature  by   every  member   of  the 
'  staff. 

FINANCIAL. 

The  finances,  we  are  glad  to  say, 
continue  to  be  under  the  wise  and 
careful  administration   of  Captain  Ty- 
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son.  We  very  miicli  regret  that  lie  is 
unable  to  be  with  us  to-night.  1  take 
the  liberty  of  saying  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  over-estimate  or  even  ade- 
quately to  appraise  the  value  of  the 
service  onr  honoured  Treasurer  has 
rendered  to  the  Library.  He  has  dis- 
charged this  duty  with  nrost  assiduous 
care,  and  by  arranging  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  financial  year  an  estimate 
of  the  expected  revenue  and  of  the  ex- 
pected requirements  of  each  department, 
has  succeeded  in  securing  that  every 
section  of  our  work  receives  proper  at- 
tention, while  our  expenditure  is  kept 
strictly  within  our  resources.  In  this 
way  all  the  reasonable  needs  of  the  Lib- 
rary have  been  met  as  regards  the  supply 
of  current  literature  in  both  books  and 
periodicals,  and  the  cofnfort  of  the 
rooms  for  our  readers  has  been  steadily 
increased  so  that  they  now  compare  fa- 
vourably, we  make  bold  to  say,  with 
those  of  any  similar  institution  in  the 
country.  We  have  been  able,  during 
the  year,  to  effect  some  necessary  re- 
pairs and  some  improvements  to  our 
property,  as  for  example,  the  repaint- 
ing of  part  of  the  building,  and,  in 
co-operation  with  the  Trustees  of  the 
Beit  Memorial,  and  with  the  help  of 
the  Municipal  Council,  the  laying  of 
granolithic  along  the  whole  Library 
frontage.  All  this  was  done  out  of  re- 
venue, w^hile  over  £4^d  was  spent  on  the 
purchase  of  books  and  periodicals. 
This  time  last  year  we  reported  that 
w^e  had  closed  our  accounts  with  a 
balance  to  credit  of  £32  2s.  Our  re- 
venue for  the  past  year  was  £1,865,  and 
we  carried  forward,  allowing  for  some 
outstanding  accounts,  a  net  balance  of 
about  £25.  A  small  addition  to  capital 
also,  amounting  to  £83,  w^as  made  dur- 
ing the  year.  It  is  your  committee's 
policy  gradually  to  replace,  as  funds 
will  permit,  the  deficit  disclosed  by  the 
actuarial  investigations  into  the  state 
of  the  finances  made  three  years  ago, 
due  care  being  taken  at  the  same  time 
not  to  prejudice  the  interests  of  pre- 
sent subscribers  for  the  sake  of  future 
advantage.  Already  some  progress  has 
been  made  in  this  direction,  nearly 
£300  having  been  added  to  capital  with- 
in the  past  three  years.  Your  oomrait- 
tee  hope  that  some  wealthy  and  gene- 
rously disposed  friends  of  the  Library 
may  be  moved  to  come  to  our  help 
when  they  see  us  seeking  to  help  our- 
selves in  overcoming  the  difficulty  aris- 
ing from  our  straitened  circumstances. 
Wo   would  commend  to  such,   if  such 


tliere  be  in  our  midst,  the  worthiness 
aiul  importance  of  the  work  that  is 
being  done  here,  and  the  almost  endless 
opportunities  there  are  for  extending 
it  ill  various  ways,  to  faome  of  which 
i  sliall  presently  refer.  Tliere  are  few 
more  worthy  ways  in  which  one  could 
secure  a  place  in  the  memory  of  future 
citizens  of  our  famous  town  than  by  be- 
coming a  benefactor  to  such  an  institu- 
tion, and  helper  in  its  so  valuable  work. 

Notice  of  motion  has  bten  given,  with 
the  approval  of  the  committee,  to  re- 
vert to  the  former  arrangement,  de- 
parted from  in  1904-5,  of  closing  the 
labrary  accounts  at  December  31  in- 
stead of  at  June  30,  as  is  done  at  pre- 
sent. It  may  be  explained  that  the 
change  was  made  to  accommodate  the 
Library's  financial  year  to  tha:  of 
the  Government,  w^hich  requires  cer- 
tain certified  returns  from  us  in 
view  of  the  grant  made  to  our  re- 
venue. Very  -  shortly  after  the  present 
arrangement  was  adopted  tin  Govern- 
ment altered  its  mind  as  to  its  financial 
arrangements,  so  that  the  year  ended, 
and  still  ends,  on  December  31.  As 
there  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  any 
further  change,  and  as  it  is  much  more 
convenient  for  many  reasons  that  oui- 
yo;u-  should  correspond  to  the  official 
year  in  this  regard,  the  resolution  to 
which  I  have  referred  will  be  moved 
at  a  later  stage. 

NEW    FICTION  CATALOGUE. 

A  comparison  of  our  expenditure 
in  one  or  two  of  its  larger  itexns 
with  that  of  the  other  large 
libraries  of  South  Africa,  shows  that 
Ixjth  ior  economy  of  management  and 
for  facilities  to  subscribers,  our  Library 
stands  in  the  very  front  rank.  During 
the  past  year  we  had  again  the  good 
fortune  to  receive  from  the  De  Beers 
Company  a  special  grant  of  £100,  in 
addition  to  their  generous  annual  dona- 
tion of  £250.  By  means  of  this  we 
were  enabled  ^at  last  to  publish  the 
long-expected  and  long-promised  cata- 
logue of  the  fiction  and  juvenile  sec- 
tions. This  catalogue,  as  I  am  glad 
to  ))Q  able  to  record,  and  as  most  of 
you  know,  has  been  for  some  time  past 
on  sale  at  the  Library  counter.  Jt 
will  be  noticed  from  the  report  that  the 
price  of  Is.  per  copy,  at  which  it  is 
being  sold,  is  very  much  under  what  it 
co.st  to  produce.  The  committee  in 
fixing  the  price,  in  part  desired,  how- 
ever,   to   popularise   the   issue,   and  to 
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induce    subscribers    to     buy    it,  and 
in  part  expected  that  through  the  vojy 
much  reduced  cost  at  which  future  is-  j 
sues  will  be  produced  they  would  not  i 
ultimately  incur  any  very  serious  loss. 
This  expectation  will,  however,  only  be  I 
realised  if  the  present  issue  be  freely 
taken  up.    I  would  take  this  opportun- 
ity of  suggesting  to  subscribers  that  they  I 
can  show  their  appreciation  of  the  com-  | 
mittee's  efforts  to  make  them  acquaiu-  \ 
ted  with  the  Library's  resources  in  these  | 
sections  by  each  making  a  point  of  se-  | 
curing  a  copy  of  the  catalogue.     I  may  j 
mention,  further,  that  the  general  card  ' 
catalogue  of  the  whole  Library  is  ap-  ; 
proaching  completion,  and  will  probably 
be  finished,  the  Librarian  hopes,  about 
the  end  of  the  present  year.     It  is  pro- 
posed, as    you  will    see,  to  purchase  a 
special  cabinet  to  contain  this  catalogue, 
which  will  be  placed  in  a  central  posi-  ! 
tion,  so  that  it  may  be  easily  accessible 
to  readers,  and  that  they  may  be  able 
to  consult  it  freely. 

CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS. 

As   might    have    been    expected  with 
such   a   considerable   increase   in  mem-  j 
bership,     the     circulation     of  books 
has     largely     increased     during  the 
year,    the  total   number    being   no  less 
than  36,344,  an  average  of  69  per  reader. 
This  is  still  a  very  long  way  behind  the 
corresponding  average  for  1898,  to  which 
I  made  reference  last  year.  Moreover, 
the  decline  in  the  average  number  of 
books  per  reader  noticed  last  year  still 
continues,    for     whereas    in    1898    each  \ 
subscriber  was  responsible  on  an  aver-  { 
age  for  101  volumes  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  in  1910  this  had  fallen  to  77,  and 
in  1911  to  74,  while  during  the  year  just 
closed  the  average  had   fallen   further  ' 
still  to  69.     What  the  cause,  or  causes,  j 
of  this  decline  can  be  would  form  an  i 
interesting  inquiry.      Has  the  bioscope  ] 
theatre,  for  example,  luring  readers  from 
the   printed   page   to   the   moving   film,  1 
helped  to  bring  it  about?  It  is  more  than  ' 
probable.      Whatever    the    reason,    the  j 
fact  remains.     It  is  very  interesting  to  ! 
record  that  the  decline  in  the  percent-  i 
age  of  fiction  still  continues.    We  noted 
that  in  1909  fiction  formed  87  per  cent, 
of  the  books  taken  out.    This  proportion  j 
has  become  85  per  cent,   in  1910, which  j 
was   further  reduced   to   a   slight   frac-  ! 
tion  under  84  per  cent,  in  1911.      This  ; 
year  the  returns  show  that  only  83  per 
cent,  of  the  books  taken  out  belonged  to  { 
this  section.    It  may  readily  be  admit-  j 
ted  that  the  decline  i«  not  very  large, 


but  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
trend  is  in  the  direction  indicated,  an<d 
while  not  condemning  wholesale  the 
reading  of  fiction,  one  cannot  but  feel 
pleasure  in  recording  that  what  may  be 
called  more  serious  works  are  to  an  in- 
creasing degree  engaging  the  attention 
of  our  readers.  We  may  further  note 
that  the  relative  increase  has  occurred 
almost  wholly  in  four  or  five  sections, 
i.e..  Travel,  Biography,  Politics  and 
Philosophy,  Science,  and  works  on 
South  Africa.  It  may  be  remembered 
that  last  year  we  recorded,  practically 
in  these  same  sections,  an  increase 
amounting  to  as  much  as  20  per  cent,  on 
the  previous  year's  figures.  If,  how- 
ever, we  compare  the  figures  of  this  year 
with  those  of  two  years  ago,  we  find  an 
increase  of  no  less  than  34  per  cent.  In 
last  report  credit  for  a  good  deal  of  the 
increase  in  these  sections  was  given  to 
the  recently  revived  Kimberley  Athen- 
aeum. It  is  pleasant  to  know  that  the 
Athenaeum  continues  to  flourish,  and 
doubtless  has  contributed  not  a  little  to 
the  further  increase  that  is  recorded 
this  year.  We  congratulate  the  leaders 
of  the  Athenaeum  on  their  progress, 
and  on  the  good  work  that  they  are 
doing,  and  rejoice  that  the  kindly  re- 
lations and  mutual  helpfulness  between 
them  and  us  are  still  maintained. 

Especially  notable,  however,  is  the 
increase  in 

THE  SCIENCE  SECTION. 

whose  circulation  has  almost  doubled 
since  1910.  Perhaps  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  features  of  our  era  is  the 
great  amount  of  time  and  attention  that 
is  being  devoted  to  the  study  of  the 
origin  and  constitution  of  the  world  in 
which  we  live,  and  of  the  universe  of 
which  it  forms  a  part.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  investigation  of  the  infinitely 
vast— the  worlds  of  space,  their  move- 
ments, their  chemistry,  their  origin,  the 
discrediting  of  Laplace's  nebular  hypo- 
thesis, and  its  replacement  by  the  plan- 
etesimal  theory  that  seems  establishing 
itself  as  a  more  adequate  and  complete 
explanation  of  the  phenomena,  and  on 
the  other  hand,  the  romance  of  radium 
with  the  entrancing  vistas  it  has  opened 
up  into  the  realm  of  the  infinitely  little, 
the  wonders  that  have  resulted  from  the 
inventions  of  the  ultramicroscope  and 
the  electrometer,  the  experimental  ex- 
amination of  the  atomic  theory,  and  the 
researches  into  the  nature  of  matter— 
these  have  produced  a  flood  of  scientific 
literature,  both  technical  and  popular. 
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much  of  it  more  interesting,  aye.  more 
enchanting  than  any  romance.  The  Books 
Committee  have  tried  to  keep  the  Lib- 
rary well  abreast  of  these  currents  of 
modern  thought,  over  two  hundred  vol- 
umes having  been  added  to  this  single 
section  during  the  year.  One 
IS  tempted  to  comment  at  some 
length  on  the  tendency  here 
noted,  but  time  forbids.  I  may  state 
further  that  having  regard  to  the  large 
accession  of  teachers  to  the  ranks  of  our 
subscribers,  the  committee  have  paid 
some  actention.  to  the  providing  of  works 
on 

EDUCATIONAL  SCIENCE 

also,  so  that  as  far  as  possible  the  in- 
stitution shall  be  kept  up  to  date  in  this 
most  important  section.  Within  the 
past  few  months  a  considerable 
number  of  volumes  by  the  best  auth- 
orities on  educational  matters  have  been 
placed  on  our  shelves,  and  others  are 
listed  to  be  ordered  in  the  near  future. 
I  mention  this  as  a  fact  of  some  inter- 
est and  importance  in  the  absence  as 
yet  of  any  printed  catalogue.  Few 
things  are  giving  rise  to  more  discus- 
sion at  present  or  are  more  in  dispute 
than  the  question  of  educational  me- 
thods. Few  things,  it  is  safe  to  say, 
too,  are  of  weightier  moment  than  that 
the  right  solution  of  this  question  shall 
be  discovered.  One  need  not  dwell  e  n 
the  importance  of  determining  along 
what  lines  the  training  of  children 
ehould  best  be  conducted.  We  may,  per- 
haps, claim  the  credit  of  helping  in  this 
important  work  if  we  provide  the  ma- 
terials for  study  and  research  and  place 
within  the  reach  of  experts  in  this  de- 
partment the  results  of  the  researche.-^ 
of  other  students  in  the  same  realm  in 
other  lands.  Before  leaving  this  sub- 
ject of  books  and  readers,  I  should  like 
to  say  that  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee has  been  specially  directed  of 
late  to  the  matter  of  the  Reference  Lib- 
rary. The  need  for  rei)lenishment  here 
is  very  gi-eat.  Reference  was  made  last 
year  to  the  fact  that  an  expected  grant 
for  this  special  section  had  not  been 
forthcoming.  It  is  still  "not  forthcom- 
ing.Formerly,  Government  gave  as 
much  as  £300  a  year  for  the  purchase 
of  books  of  reference,  but  for  some 
years  past  nothing  at  all  has  been  given, 
with  the  result  that  this  particular  sec- 
tion of  our  stock  is  far  short  of  what 
it  ought  to  be.  I  spoke  already  of  the 
need  of  generous  help  and  of  ways  in 
which  such  could  be  utilised.     This  if 


!     what  I  had  in  mind.    The  great  develop- 
!      ment    of    science    especially    calls  for 
I      large   expenditure    of    money    here,  as 
!      most    technical    books,    having  neces- 
sarily  limited   circulation,    are  usually 
of    high    price.      If     we    are    to  be 
favoured     with     like     generous  treat- 
ment this  year  by  the  De  Beers  Com- 
pany as  we  were  last  year  and  the  year 
before,  we  could  at  once  spend  the  whole 
of  the  extra  donation  to  great  advan- 
tage, and  as  much  again,  if  we  had  it, 
in  bringing  this  section  up  to  what  it 
i      ought  to  be.      One  need  not  point  out 
the  exceeding  importance  of  having  a 
good  reference  library  in  an  institution 
of  this  character.     The  committee  has 
i      estimated  to  spend  £50  out  of  this  year's 
!      oidinary  revenue  specially  in  reference 
i      books,  but  that  is  only  as  it  were  a  drop 
j      in  the  ocean  of  our  needs.     A  windfall, 
'      such  as  I  have  ventured  to  hope  for, 
'      would  be  of  immense  service,   and  is 
very  much  needed. 

I  CONCLUDING  REMARKS. 

j  A  notable  event  of  the  year  was 
j  the  unveiling  of  the  bust  of  the 
{  late  Mr.  Alfred  Beit,  which  took 
place  on  21st  November  last.  Sir  Per- 
ceval Laurence,  who  was  so  long  and  so 
intimately  identified  with  the  Library, 
kindly  consented  to  come  and  perform 
this  interesting  ceremony.  The  plot 
assigned  by  the  Library  Committee  to 
the  Beit  trustees  has  now  been  suitably 
fenced,  and  a  hedge  has  been  planted 
which  will  soon  provide  the  privacy  so 
much  prized  by  readers  who  love  the 
[  open  air  and  the  amenities  of  the  garden 
plot  and  garden  chair  as  they  skim  the 
latest  magazine  after  lunch,  or  commune 
Library  generous  consideration  in  the 
as  the  long  day  closes. 

We  were  favoured  in  March  last  with 
a  visit  from  the  Administrator  of  the 
Cape  Province,  Sir  Frederick  de  W^aal, 
upon  whom  our  equipment  as  well  as 
our  buildings  seemed  to  make  a  very 
favourable  impression.      It  is  perhapri 
premature   to   speak  of  the  rumoured 
change    of  the  Government     control  <..f 
libraries     from     the     Department  of 
the    Interior    to    the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil,   but    if    such    should    take  place, 
(      we  hope  that  the  visit  referred  to  will 
I     not  be  without  fruit  in  securing  f*.:-  our 
Library  generous     consideration  in  the 
j     estimates  in  future  years." 

A    change     was     made    during  the 
year    in    the   arrangements  regarding 
j      public  holidays  other  than  Good  Friday, 


Christmas  Day  and  New  Year's  Day. 
The  Library  is  now  open  from  9  a.m. 
until  1  p.m.,  instead  of  from  2  p.m.  on- 
wards as  formerly.  This  arrangement, 
which  has  been  tried  for  some  time, 
seems  to  suit  better  the  public  conveni- 
ence. It  is  fitting  that  I  should,  be- 
fore closing,  emphasise  the  expression 
of  our  indebtedness  and  gratitude  to 
the  "D.F.  Advertiser"  and  to  the  Kim- 
berley  "Star"  for  kindly  notices  of  our 
work,  and  for  publishing  from  time  to 
time  for  the  convenience  of  subscribers 
lists  of  additions  to  our  stock.  As  also 
to  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  the  South  African  Lib- 
rary, Capetown,  for  his  continued  kind- 
ness in  suggesting  books  which  might 
be  suitable  for  our  use.  (Applause). 

DELIGHTS  OF  LITERATURE. 

Mr.  Euston  Brown,  in  seconding  the 
motion,  said  he  was  sure  they  had  all 
listened  with  pleasure  to  the  very  in- 
teresting address  delivered  by  their 
Chairman.  He  trusted  they  had  all 
read  the  report  which  was  published  in 
the  local  Press  that  morning,  and  which 
reflected  the  highest  credit  upon  their 
Chairman  for  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  the  institution  during  the  past 
year.  Those  who  were  on  the  commit- 
tee were  perhaps  better  able  to  judge, 
or  rather  appreciate,  the  work,  as  they 
had  better  means  of  know^ing  them- 
selves the  amount  of  care,  time  and  at- 
tention daily  given  to  the  Library.  It 
had  been  his  (Mr.  Euston  Brown's)  good 
fortune  to  have  seen  most  of  the  prin- 
cipal libraries  in  the  Colony,  and  he 
could  as-sure  them  that  they  had  in 
Kimberley  one  of  the  best  equipped  lib- 
raries in  the  Colony.  He  doubted  if 
they  would  find  a  brighter  or  more  com- 
fortable library  in  the  whole  Colony. 
He  would  like  to  read  them  an  extract 
from  that  delightful  writer.  Sir  John 
Lubbock,  upon  the  debt  they  owed  to 
books.  Lubbock  said  :  "The  debt  we 
owe  to  books  was  well  expressed  by 
Richard  de  Bury,  Bishop  of  Durham, 
author  of  'Philobiblon,'  written  as  long 
ago  as  1344,  published  in  1473,  and  the 
earliest  English  treatise  on  the  de- 
lights of  literature  :  'These,'  he  says, 
'are  the  masters  who  instruct  us  with- 
out rods  and  ferules.  without  hard 
words  and  anger,  without  clothes  and 
money.  If  you  approach  them,  they 
are  not  asleep;  if  investigating,  you  in- 
terrogate them,  they  conceal  nothing ; 
if  you  mistake  them,  they  never  grum- 
ble; if  you  are  ignorant,  they  cannot 
laugh  at  you.  The  library,  therefore, 
of  wiidom  is  more    precious    thAn  all 


riches,  and  nothing  that  can  be  wished 
for  is  worthy  to  be  compared  with  it.' 
Of  all  the  privileges  we  enjoy  in  this 
nineteenth  century,  there  is  none,  per- 
haps, for  which  we  ought  to  be  more 
thankful  than  for  the  easier  access  of 
books."  If  that  was  so,  continued  Mr. 
Euston  Brown,  then  this  Library  pro- 
vided that  easy  access  to  all  who  sought 
it,  and  he  commended  it  not  only  to 
their  subscribers,  but  to  the  rest  of 
the  population  to  seek  those  pleasures 
and  come  to  the  Library.  He  cordially 
endorsed  what  the  Chairman  had  said 
about  Mr.  Ross  and  the  staff,  and  de- 
plored the  unavoidable  absence  of  Capt. 
Tyson,   the   honorary  treasurer. 

The  report  and  statement  of  accounts 
were  adopted. 

MOTIONS  AND  ELECTIONS. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Neville,  Mr. 
Euston  Brown  moved  a  resolution,  notice 
of  which  had  been  given,  having  the 
effect  of  giving  the  committee  discre- 
tionary powers  in  the  appointment  of 
one  or  two  auditors. 

The  motion  was  as  follows  :  That  the 
words,  "  two  auditors,"  in  rule  10  of 
section  three  of  the  Library  rules  and 
bye-laws,  be  altered  to  "  an  auditor  or 
auditors." 

Mr.  Tidd  Pratt  seconded  the  motion, 
which  was  carried. 

In  order  to  make  the  Library  finan- 
cial year  synchronise  with  the  financial 
year  of  the  Provincial  Administration, 
it  was  resolved  on  the  motion  of  the 
Chairman,  seconded  by  Mr.  G.  Tap- 
scott,  that  the  financial  year  in  future 
terminate  at  the  end  of  December  in- 
stead of  the  end  of  June. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  E.  C.  Lardner  Burke, 
the  Chairman  said  the  annual  meeting 
would  probably  be  held  in  March. 

There  being  no  new  nominations  for 
the  committee,  the  retiring  committee 
were  re-elected  as  follows :  Miss  A. 
Frankenstein,  Messrs.  A.  H.  J.  Bourne, 
Euston  B.  Brown,  E.  C.  Lardner  Burke, 
T.  Denoon  Duncan,  Dr.  J.  E.  Mac- 
kenzie, J.  Pooley,  Dr.  J.  R.  Sutton, 
Dr.  H.  Symonds,  G.  Tapscott,  Rev.  D. 
Wark.  Dr.  A.  H.  Watkins.  M.L.A. 

Nominated  by  the  De  Beers  Consoli- 
dated Mines,  Ltd.  :  Messrs.  C.  E.  Nind, 
Captain  T.  G.  Tyson,  J.  A.  Neville,  and 
S.  Tidd  Pratt. 
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Trustees :  His  Worship  the  Mayor 
(Councillor  W.  Gasson),  and  the  Civil 
Commissioner  (Mr.  P.  Dreyer). 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Corderoy, 
seconded  by  Mr.  McCarthy,  their  elec- 
tion was  confirmed. 

Mr.  Tidd  Pratt  eulogised  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Chairman,  and  referred  to 
the  great  debt  of  gratitude  they  owed 
him  for  his  services. 

Mr.  Giddy,  in  proposing  a  vote  of 
thanks,  paid  tribute  to  the  staff,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  their  apprecia- 
tion would  take  practical  shape. 

Mr.  Benford  seconded,  and  included 
the  Chairman  and  committee. 


The  Eev.  W.  Pesood  put  the  motion, 
which  was  carried. 

The  Chairman,  in  responding,  said 
Mr.  Giddy's  suggestion  had  been  antici- 
pated, and  their  thanks  to  the  staft 
had  been  liberally  and  practically  ex- 
pressed. 

A  special  vote  of  thanko  was  ac- 
corded Captain  Tyson  Tor  his  invalu- 
able services  as  hon.  treasurer,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Chairman,  seconded  by 
Mr.  J.  Denoon  Duncan,  and  carried 
with  hearty  unanimity. 

This  terminated  the  meeting. 


I 
I 
i 


REPORT    FOR    THE    HALF-YEAR    ENDED    31st    DECEMBER,  1912. 


2'o  the  Subscribers  of  the  Kimberley  Public  Library  : 


In  accordance  with  a  resolution  passed 
at  last  annual  meeting  of  subscribers, 
held  in  August,  1912,  the  Library's  fin- 
ancial year  was  brought  to  a  close  on 
3lRt  December,  thus  bringing  the  ac- 
counts of  the  institution  into  conform- 
ity with  the  Government  arrangements, 
which  require  that  all  financial  and 
statistical  returns  shall  be  made  up  to 
that  date.  It  was  decided  at  the  same 
time  to  hold  the  annual  meeting  in 
future  in  the  month  of  March.  The 
accounts  now  submitted  for  your  con- 
sideration are,  therefore,  for  the  half- 
year  from  1st  July  to  31st  December, 
1912. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  leave  of 
absence  was  granted  to  the  Chairman 
(Rev.  David  Wark)  and  to  Mr.  J.^A. 
Neville.  Mr.  Wark  is  expected  back 
in  Kimberley  during  the  course  of  the 
coming  month. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have 
to  record  the  death  of  Captain  T.  G. 
Tyson,  Avhich  took  place  in  November. 
During  his  term  of  office  on  the  com- 
mittee, and  more  particularly  in  his 
capacity  as  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  in- 
stitution, he .  showed  the  keenest  inter- 
est in  the  affairs  of  the  Library.  Mr. 
E.  F.  Eaynham  Avas  appointed  by  the 
De  Beers  Company  to  act  on  the  Board 
as  one  of  their  representatives  in  place 
of  the  late  Captain  Tyson,  and  Dr.  J. 
E.  Mackenzie  was  elected  by  the  Com- 
mittee  as   Honorary  Treasurer. 

A  very  important  addition  to  the  Ee- 
ference  Library  was  made  during  the 
period  under  review,  in  the  acquisitioii 
of  over  2,000  rrre  books  and  pamphlets 
relating  to  South  Africa,  from  the  lib- 
rary of  Mr.  W.  R.  Morrison,  the  well- 
known  collector.  The  cost  of  the  co% 
lection  was  £235,  and  of  this  amount 
the  directorate  of  the  De  Beers  Com.- 
pany  very  generously  contributed  two- 
thirds. 

A  resolution  dealing  with  the  matter 
of  auditorship,  passed  at  last  meeting, 
was  given  effect  to  by  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Philip  Salisbury,  Incorporated 
Accountant,  as  Library  auditor  for  tho 
current  year. 


Appended  are  the  balance-sheet  and 
revenue  and  expenditure  account,  duly 
certified,  together  with  a  table  of  statis- 
tics dealing  with  the  general  work  of 
the  Library  for  the  year.  rFom  these 
it  will  be  found  that  the  progress  of 
the  institution  is  being  steadily  main- 
tained. 

EUSTON  B.  BROWN, 

Deputy-Chairman. 
LIBRARY  STATISTICS. 
The     following     statistics     cover  the 
period  from  1st  January  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1912. 

Subscribers  at  31st  December,  1912, 
numbered  538,  as  against  471  for  the 
year  1911 — an  increase  of  67.  Subscrip- 
tions received  during  1912  -totalled  £733, 
as  compared  with  £668— an  increase  of 
£65.  Stock  of  books  numbered  36,104 
volumes,  as  against  34,744  in  the  pre- 
vious year.  Books  purchased  in  the 
ordinary  way  numbered  1,666,  as 
against  1,170.  Donations  received  num- 
bered 101,  being  10  volumes  less  than 
those  presented  in  1911.  The  special 
collection  of  about  2,000  unbound  pam- 
phlets, maps,  etc.  purchased  in  November 
last,  is  not  included  in  the  above.  The 
number  of  volumes  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation and  sold  during  1912  was  407. 
Only  12  volumes  were  withdrawn  and 
disposed  of  in  the  previous  year.  The 
nett  increase  to  the  book  stock  amounted 
to  1,360  volumes,  plus  the  pamphlet  col- 
lection referred  to.  Periodicals  sub- 
scribed to,  or  presented,  numbered  147, 
as  compared  with  132,  an  increase  of  15. 
The  circulation  of  books  totalled  37,356 
for  the  year,  as  against  34,092,  an  in- 
crease of  3,264.  The  average  monthly 
circulation  was  3,113,  as  against  2,841 
in  1911,  while  the  percentage  of  fiction 
to  other  issues  shows  a  further  reduc- 
tion, namely  83.5  per  cent.,  as  against 
85  per  cent.  The  above  figures  do  not 
include  the  circulation  of  books  at  the 
Kenilworth  Library. 

The  average  attendance  of  the  public, 
and  the  number  of  days  on  which  the 
Library  was  open,  correspond  with  last 
year's  figures,  namely,  305  in  each  in- 
stance. 


BALANCE  SHEET,  31st  DECEMBER,  1912. 


LIABILITIES. 

Subscribers'  Deposit  Moneys  £307  11  0 
Sundry  Open  Accounts   90  10  7 


£398    1  7 

General  Fund    20,947  13  10 

£21,345  15  5 


ASSETS. 

Books   £8,700   0  0 

Library  Site  and  Buildings  ...  5,000  0  0 
House  and    Stands,  Wcodley 

Street    450   0  0 

Investments    5,270  10  0 

Furniture  and  Fittings    1,630   0  0 

Sundry  Debtors    221  15  5 

Cash  in  Hand  and  at  Bank       73  10  0 


£21,345  15  5 


REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE,  Half-Year  to  31st  December,  1912. 


Dr. 


EXPENDITURE. 

REVENUE. 

To  Books  purchased   

£392  11 

8 

By  Subscriptions   

...  £384   5  1 

Papers  and  Periodicals  ... 

46  12 

2 

,,    Grants  and  Donations 

...    556  13  4 

„    Salaries  and  Wages   

457  8 

9 

,,    Interests  and  Dividends 

on 

Insurance   

7  1 

n 

Investments  

146  18  6 

„    Lighting  and  Fuel   

23  10 

5 

27    0  0 

„    Printing,  Stationery  and 

Advertising   

33  2 

y 

Rates  and  Quit  Rents 

21  5 

6 

„    Auditor's  Fees   

31  10 

0 

„    Replacement  and  Repairs 

4  1 

8 

„    General  Expenses   

18  4 

7 

„    Catalogue  Account  

15  13 

0 

„    Balance,        carried  to 

General  Fund 

Account   

63  15 

0 

£1,114  16  11 

£1,114  16  11 

I  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  with  the  books  and  accounts  of 
the   Library,  and  certify  same  to  be  correct. 

PHILIP  SALISBURY, 

Incorporated  Accountant. 

Ivimborlov.  February  19^1,  1913. 


Proceedings  of  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

["  Diamond    Fields  Advertiser," 
Mareh  13,  1913.] 

The  keynote  of  the  general  meeting  of 
the  subscribers  to  the  Kimberley  Pub- 
lic Library,  which  was  held  last  night 
in  the  Library  buildings,  was  an  expres- 
sion of  satisfaction  with  the  year's  work, 
and  an  appeal  for  more  subscribers  in 
order  to  place  tlie  committee  in  a  posi- 
tion to  extend  ihe  facilities  o'  the  in- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Euston  b.  Brown  (deputy  ciiair- 
man)  presided,  and  there  Avere  present 
Messrs.  W.  Gasson  (Acting  Mayor),  S. 
Tidd  Pratt,  J.  Denoon  Duncan,  A.  H.  J. 
Bourne,  M.A.,  E.  F,  Eaynham,  D. 
McCarthy,  F.  Carstairs  Eogers,  S.  B. 
Kitchin,  M.P.C.,  J.  Pooley,  K.  C.  Elliott, 
E.  S.  Haddock,  W.  Warner,  Dr.  J.  E. 
Mackenzie,  Dr.  H.  Symonds,  Mrs.  J. 
Denoon  Duncan,  Miss  Wilman,  Miss 
Lofts,  and  Miss  Melville,  with  Mr.  J, 
Eoss,   secretary   and  librarian. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing having  been  adopted,  the  report  and 
balance-sheet  (which  w^ere  printed  in 
Wednesday's  "  Advertiser")^  were  taken 
as  read. 

Mr.  Euston  Brown,  in  the  absence  of 
the  Chairman,  who  is  away  in  England, 
then  moved  their  adoption.  As  they 
would  see,  said  the  Deputy  Chairman, 
the  ground  covered  by  the  report  was 
not  for  a  year,  but  only  six  months,  for 
reasons  given  in  the  report.  It  was  a 
matter  of  satisfaction  to  the  committee 
that  the  Library  continued  to  increase 
its  number  of  subscribers,  but  they 
wanted  still  more,  and  he  would  urge 
upon  all  the  present  subscribers  to  do 
their  best  to  increase  the  roll.  That 
could  be  done  by  speaking  to  their 
friends  and  acquaintances,  and  the  in- 
come would  be  increased,  and  they 
would  be  able  to  extend  the  facilities 
of  the  Library.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  Avas 
with  satisfaction  that  they  could  look 
back  on  the  record  for  the  last  six 
months.  The  number  of  subscribers 
had  increased,  as  also  the  circulation 
of  the  books,  and  they  had  been  able 
to  add  no  fewer  than  3,600  volumes 
and  pamphlets  to  the  shelves.  (Hear, 
hear).  That  was  a  matter  of 
great  gratification  to  all.  Thanks 
to  the  generous  assistance  of  the 
De  Beers  Company,  they  had  been 
able  to  acquire  a  unique  collection  of 
pamphlets   relating     entirely  to  South 


Africa.  These  pamphlets  would,  as 
funds  admitted,  be  bound,  and  he  was 
sure  they  would  be  found  to  be  of  great 
interest  to  the  readers  who  took  the 
trouble  to  study  them.  On  the  subject 
of  finance,  he  did  not  think  he  could 
pass  over  without  reference  to  the  late 
Honorary  Treasurer,  Captain  Tyson. 
(Hear,  hear.)  They  had  been  very 
much  indebted  for  his  assistance,  ad- 
vice, and  experience,  and  they  deeply 
deplored  his  death.  (Hear,  hear.)  They 
had  occasion  to  refer  to  their  loss  at 
the  ordinary  meeting,  and  that  evening 
was  the  first  time  they  could  give  pub- 
lic expression  to  their  sense  of  the  loss 
the  Library  had  sustained  by  his  death. 
As  111  past  years — indeed,  it  had  become 
the  usual  thing — they  could  say  the 
staff  continued  to  give  every  satisfac- 
tion. It  was  with  great  pleasure  he  re- 
ferred to  this.  (Applause.)  If  the 
members  had  read  the  report  they 
would  see  that  there  had  been  only  one 
vacancy  on  the  committee,  owing  to 
Dr.  Sutton  being  unavoidably  prevented 
from  continuing  his  services.  There 
was  only  one  nomination  (Mr.  Parson- 
son).  Consequently  he  now  declared 
that  gentleman  to  be  a  member,  an  i 
the  committee  elected  for  the  ensuing 
"vear,  together  with  the  nominees  of  the 
De  Beers  Company,  and  the  Mayor  and 
CAvi]  Commissioner,  who  were  ex-officio 
ti  ustees.  Inseparably  connected  with 
the  Library  was  the  name  of  Sir  Per- 
nevdl  Maitland  Laurence,  Avho  for  many 
years  was  their  respected  and  honoured 
chairman,  and  took  a  very  deep  and 
mil  interest  in  the  institution.  When 
he  heard  Sir  Perceval  was  to  leave  for 
England  he  instructed  the  Librarian  to 
send  him  a  telegram  conveying  the  good 
wishes  of  the  committee  for  his  future, 
and  wishing  him  Godspeed.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Another  matter  which  he  wished  to  deal 
v.'ith  v.^as  that  for  some  reason  or  other 
the  Government  had  stopped  the  supply 
of  votes  of  proceedings,  Hansard 
reports,  volumes  of  the  statutes  and 
other  publications  which  they  used  to 
send  to  the  Library.  They  were  in 
communication  with  Dr.  Watkins,  a 
member  of  the  committee,  and  he  (the 
speaker)  hoped  that  he  would  be  able  to 
bring  sufticient  pressure  to  bear 
and  get  the  privilege  restored. 
(Hear,  hear).  In  conclusion  he 
again  urged  upon  the  subscribers  to 
make  more  use  of  the  Library,  of  which 
they  were  all  so  proud,  and  to  culti- 
vate a  taste  for  readiiiof.  In  connection 
with  this  he  would  like  to  quote  an 
extract  from  an  essay  by  Sir  John  Her- 
Kchol :  "If  I  were  to  pray  for  a  taste," 
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said  Sir  John,  "  which  should  stand  me 
i  i  stead  under  every  variety  of  circum- 
stances, and  be  a  source  of  happiness 
and  cheerfulness  to  me  through  life, 
and  a  shield  against  its  ills,  however 
things  may  go  amiss  and  the  world  frown 
upon  me,  it  would  be  a  taste  for  reading. 
Comfort  and  consolation,  refreshment 
and  happiness,  may  indeed  be  found  in 
a  library  by  anyone  who  shall  bring 
the  golden  key  that  unlocks  its  silent 
door.  Give  a  man  this  taste  for  read- 
ing, and  the  means  to  gratify  it,  and 
you  can  hardly  fail  of  making  a  happy 
man/'  The  Library  Committee  were 
seeking  to  supply  subscribers  with  a 
library  which  would  meet  all  those  re- 
quirements. (Hear,  hear).  The  wish 
of  the  committee  was  that  subscribers 
would  make  more  use  of  the  Library 
than  in  the  past.    (Hear,  hear). 

SELECTION  OF  NOVELS. 

Mr.  S.  Tidd  Pratt  said  that,  although 
only  a  nominee  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, he  would  second  the  adoption  of  the 
report.  The  Deputy  Chairman  had 
mentioned  the  enjoyment  people  could 
derive  from  the  Library.  Wiell,  he 
liked  novels,  and  he  tried  to  get  the 
best.  He  was  supposed  to  be  the 
scrutineer  of  the  .  novels,  and  if  he 
thought  any  were  not  suitable  he  sug- 
gested they  should  not  be  put  in  the 
Library.  If  he  v>ras  called  a  Puritan, 
quite  right.  Let  people  jeer.  But  they 
tried  to  get  the  best  novels  that  were 
published  in  England  and  out 
here.  Another  matter  was  that 
up  till  a  few  years  ar^o  the  Government, 
on  the  advice  of  Dr.  Watkins  and  other 
influential  friends  in  Parliament,  gave 
them  a  grant  of  £100  a  year  for  the 
reference  library.  He  hoped  they 
would  be  able  to  get  the  grant  renewed. 

Mr.  McCarthy  asked  if  the  special  ro- 
muneration  to  the  staff  recommended 
last  year  had  been  attended  to.  On 
the  strength  of  the  very  satisfactory 
balance-sheet  he  should  like  to  hear 
if  anything  had  been  done. 

The  Deputy  Chairman  said  the  mat- 
ter had  been  dealt  with. 

The  report  and  balance-sheet  were 
then  unanimously  adopted. 


THE  COMMITTEE. 

The  following  comprise  the  commit- 
tee declared  elected  as  the  general  com- 
mittee for  1913: — Miss  A.  Frankenstein, 
Messrs.  A.  H.  J.  Bourne,  Euston  B. 
Brown,  E.  C.  Lardner  Burke,  J.  Denoon 
Duncan,  Dr.  J.  E.  Mackenzie,  J. 
Pooley,  J.  M.  Parsonson,  Dr.  H.  Sy- 
monds,  G.  Tapscott,  Rev.  D.  Wark,  and 
Dr.  A.  H.  Watkins,  M.L.A.  Nomina- 
ted by  the  De  Beers  Company :  Messrs. 
C.  E.  Nind,  J.  A.  Neville,  S.  Tidd 
Pratt,  and  E.  F.  Eaynham.  Trustees: 
The  Mayor  of  Kimberley  and  the  Civil 
Commissioner. 

This  concluded  the  formal  business, 
and  the  Deputy  Chairman  invited  ques- 
tions on  the  working  of  the  Library, 
suggestions  as  to  management,  and  any 
possible  criticisms. 

None  being  forthcoming.  Dr.  J. 
E.  Mackenzie  moved  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  Chairman  for  his  con- 
duct in  the  chair,  and  for  his  great  in- 
terest in  the  work  of  the  Library  i  s 
Deputy  Chairman.  He  had  had  thrown 
upon  him  a  rather  arduous  duty  in  suc- 
ceeding Mr.  Wark,  but  he  had  filled  the 
place  well,  and  also  as  a  member  of  the 
committee.  They  all  appreciated  what 
ho  had  done. 

Mr.  K.  C.  Elliott  seconded,  and  in- 
cluded thanks  to  the  committee,  who, 
he  said.,  deserved  the  gratitude  of  the 
community. 

The  vote  having  been  heartily  oarried, 
Mr.  Euston  Brown  briefly  replied.  They 
had,  he  said,  such  a  capable  Librarian, 
and  such  an  efiicient  staff,  that  his 
duties  had  been  nominal;  but  it  was  a 
work  of  love  at  all  times  to  give  his 
services  to  the  Library. 

This  closed  the  proceedings,  and  a 
meeting  of  the  committee  was  subse- 
quently held.  The  Eev.  David  Wark 
was  re-elected  chairman ;  Mr.  Euston 
B.  Brown  was  again  chosen  to  be  deputy 
chairman ;  and  Dr.  J.  E.  Mackenzie  was 
re-elected  hon.  treasurer.  It  was  re- 
solved that  a  suitable  bonus  should  be 
given  to  each  member  of  the  staff. 
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RIMBERLEY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1913. 


To  the  Suh.^crihers  of  the  Kiviheiiey 

The  following  report  of  the  Libjtary 
Committee  was  submitted  to  subscribers 
at  the  annual  meeting  held  in  the 
Public  Library  on  Wednesday,  March 
4th,  1914:— 

Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  report 
that  the  general  progress  of  the  institu- 
tion has  been  satisfactorily  maintained 
during  the  past  year. 

The  number  of  subscribers  enrolled 
at  31st  December  was  560,  as  compared 
with  538  at  the  close  of  the  previous 
year,  and  subscriptions  show  a  corres- 
ponding increase,  namely  £752,  as 
against  £733  for  1912. 

In  November  the  institution  received 
a  sum  of  £750  from  tlie  Executors  of  the 
late  Sir  Julius  Wernher's  estate.  This 
bequest  has  been  carefully  invested,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  devote  the  revenue  from 
this  source  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Reference  Library. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  Union  Gov- 
ernment publications,  referred  to  at  the 
last  general  meeting,  has  now  been  over- 


Puhlic  Library  : 

come.  Thanks  to  Dr.  A,  H.  Watkins, 
M.L.A.,  the  Library  lias  now  been 
placed  on  the  list  of  institutions  re- 
ceiving gratuitous  copies  of  all  blue- 
books  and  reports  issued  by  Qovern- 
naent. 

Various  renovations  and  repairs  to 
the  building,  amounting  to  £123,  have 
been  effected  during  the  year. 

The  year  has  been  specially  remark- 
able for  its  record  enrichment  of  the 
Library  by  means  of  donations  of  books, 
special  contributions  to  the  funds,  and 
by  purchases  of  rare  books  relating  to 
South  Africa. 

At  the  sale  of  the  Koopmans-De  Wet 
library  in  March  last,  our  Capetown 
agent  was  successful  in  securing  at  very 
modest  prices  a  considerable  number  of 
excessively  rare  books  for  our  African 
collection.  A  selection  of  these  and  other 
rarities  has  been  placed  on  exhibition 
in  the  front  hall. 

With  the  object  of  bringing  the  tech- 
nical section  more  up  to  date,  the  co- 


2 


operation  of  a  few  local  experts  iix 
machinery,  mining,  etc.,  was  invited  by 
the  Committee,  and  heartily  responded 
to.  A  large  order  for  modern  standard 
text-books  was  made  up  from  the  lists 
submitted  to  the  Book  Committee,  and 
the  volumes  are  now  available  for  issue. 

The  undue  retention  of  library  books 
by  certain  subscribers  has  been  engag- 
ing the  Committee's  attention  of  late. 
The  matter  is  one  which  materially  af- 
fects the  convenience  of  the  whole  body 
of  subscribers,  and  the  Committee  would 
earnestly  appeal  to  all  readers  to  ob- 
serve the  stipulated  time-limit,  and  to 
bear  in  mind  that  the  lending  of  library 
books  to  non-subscribers,  other  than  the 
members  of  their  own  households,  is  a 
serious  contravention  of  the  rules. 

An  interesting  set  of  medals  struck  by 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  London 
in  commemoration  of  important  civic 
events,  has  been  courteously  lent  to  the 
Library  by  the  Kimberley  City  Council. 
The  collection  is  now  on  view  in  the 
main  hall. 

At  the  Committee's  request,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Oliver,  M.L.A.,  interviewed  the  late  Mr. 
Fischer  regarding  the  restoration  of 
the  special  Government  grant  in  aid  of 
the  Reference  Library.  Unfortunately, 
no  definite  understanding  w^as  then 
come  to,  but  uow  that  the  Cape  Pro- 
vincial Council  has  assumed  control  of 
disbursements  of  this  kind,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  claims  of  the  institution  will 
soon  ])e  recognised. 

The  Directors  of  the  De  Beers  Con- 
solidated Mines,  Limited,  have  again  to 
be  .sincerely  thanked  for  their  generous 
donation  of  £250  to  the  funds,  and  also 
for  a  special  donation  of  £45  for  the 
purchase  of  the  original  manuscript  of 
Governor  Sluysken's  Journal  recording 
the  events  which  led  up  to  the  first  oc- 
cupation of  the  Cape  by  the  British  in 
1795,  and  for  a  unique  copy  of  the 
earliest  known  book  printed  in  South 
Africa.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  the  City 
Council  for  the  grant  of  £150  made  in 
April  last.  It  is  Avith  great  regret  that 
your  Committee  have  to  report  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  new 
Kiniberley  Ordinance,  the  Corporation's 
contributions  to  the  Library  will  suffer 
a  serious  diminution  i7)  tho  future. 


In  addition  to  the  purchase  and  pre- 
sentation by  the  De  Beers  Company  of 
the  two  volumes  referred  to  above,  a 
considerable  lunnber  of  scarce  old 
African  books  and  pamphlets  were 
bought  by  the  Library  from  time  to 
time  at  very  reasonable  prices.  Chief 
among  these  were  a  selection  of  85 
volumes  of  17th  and  18th  century 
travels  in  Africa  and  Asia;  a  nice  set 
of  "  Het  Nederduitsch  Zuid-Afrikaansch 
Tydschrift,"  1824-1843,  the  earliest  but 
one  of  our  magazines,  the  "  South  Afri- 
can Journal,"  which  lasted  for  two 
months,  preceding  it  by  only  a  few 
weeks;  a  copy  of  the  first  known  pamph- 
let dealing  with  the  discovery  of  the 
V^aal  River  Diamond  1  ields,  by  Mons. 
Heritte,  French  Consul  at  Capetown, 
published  in  1867;  an  English  transla- 
tion of  Pigafetta's  "  Report  of  the  King- 
dome  of  Congo,"  dated  1597,  containing 
one  of  the  earliest  accounts  of  the 
Cape;  a  choice  copy  of  "The  Golden 
Trade  of  the  Aethiopians,"  by  the  brave 
old  merchant  adventurer  Richard 
Jobson,  printed  in  1623,  and  no  less  than 
fifteen  examples  of  early  Cape  pamph- 
lets and  official  notices  dating  from  1801 
to  1820,  all  of  the  utmost  rarity. 

To  the  many  donors  of  books,  pamph- 
lets, etc.,  the  Committee  wish  to  ex- 
press very  cordial  thanks.  Of  the  more 
noteworthy  gifts  of  this  description  re- 
ceived during  1913,  special  mention  may 
be  made  of  the  donation  by  the  De  Beers 
Company  of  850  liound  and  unbound 
volumes  of  technical  and  scientific 
periodicals;  the  interesting  collection  of 
prooi  copies  of  old  locally  printecj 
pamphlets,  playbills,  etc.,  presented  by 
the  Manager  of  the  Diamond  Fields 
Advertise!',  ]>iniited,  and  Mr.  Mark  Hen- 
derson; a  number  of  early  Kimlierley, 
Barberton,  Rliodesian,  and  other  news- 
papers supplied  by  Messrs.  George  and 
A.  J.  Beet,  and  Mr.  A.  J,  Green;  an  ex- 
tensive range  of  very  rare  Kurnman 
Mission  Press  publications  in  the 
Sechuana  language,  presented  by  the 
Revs.  J,  S,  Moffat  and  J,  T.  Brown,  and 
Dr,  J,  Eddie  Mackenzie;  books  and 
papers  on  scientific  matters  of  African 
interest  from  Miss  Wilman,  and  four 
very  scarce  volumes  of  Africana  from 
Mr,  J,  Denoon  Duncan,  A  curious  offi- 
cial document,  dated  April  22,  1899,  and 
signed  by  the  late  General  Joubert, 
throwing  a  significant  sidelight  on  the 
Dutch  preparations  for  war,  was  also 
rontiir)ute(l  by  Dr.  Mackenzie, 
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Donations  such  as  these  are  most 
helpful  in  raising  the  status  of  the  in- 
stitution by  adding  to  the  literary  and 
historical  value  of  its  Reference  Library, 
and  the  Committee  would  strongly  urge 
upon  those  who  possess  any  old  volumes 
or  pamphlets  relating  to,  or  printed  in. 
South  Africa,  and  particularly  Griqiia- 
land  West,  to  deposit  them  with  the 
Librarian. 

It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  the 
reading  community  to  know  what  books 
have  been  most  in  demand  at  the 
Library  during  the  past  year.  The  list 
is  as  follows  : — 

In  Fiction  :  Barclay's  "  The  Broken 
Halo/'  Beach's  "  The  Iron  Trail,"  Ben- 
son's "  Thorley  Weir,"  Burnetts  "  T. 
Tembaron,"  Caine's  "  The  Woman  Thou 
Gavest  Me,"  Chambers's  "The  Busi- 
ness of  Life,"  Cholmondeley's  "  Notwith- 
standing," Churchill's  The  Inside  of 
the  Cup,"  Dell's  "  The  Eocks  of  Valpre," 
Farnol's  "  The  Broad  Highway"  and 
"An  Amateur  Gentleman,"  Harrison's 
"  Queed"  and  "  V.  V's  Eyes,"  Hay's 
"Happy-go-lucky,"  Hewlett's  "Bendish," 
Hichens'  "  The  Way  of  Ambition,"  John- 
ston's "  Hagar,"  Locke's  "  Stella  Maris," 
Mackenzie's  "  Sinister  Street,"  Mason's 
"The  Witness  for  the  Defence,"  Max- 
well's "  The  Devil's  Garden,"  Orczy's 


"  Eldorado,"  Page's  "  Where  the  Strange 
Eoads  Go  Down,"  Porter's  "The  Har- 
vester' and  "  Laddie,"  Stockley's  "  The 
Dream  Ship,"  Wells'  "The  Passionate 
Friends,"  and  Westrup's  "The  River  of 
Dreams." 

In  General  Literature  t  Amundsen's 
"South  Pole,"  Cory's  "Rise  of  South 
Africa,"  Countess  Larisch's  "My  Past," 
Le  Sueur's  "  Cecil  Rhodes,"  Macdonald's 
"  Conquest  of  the  Desert,"  Markham's 
"  South  African  Scene,"  Monypenny's 
"  Disraeli,"  Pratt's  "  Real  South  Af- 
rica," Rose's  "Caper  on  the  Continent," 
Eossmore's  "  Things  I  Can  Tell," 
Scully's  "Reminiscences,"  Treves'  "Land 
That  Is  Desolate,"  and  Williams'  "  How 
I  Became  a  Governor." 

The  Committee  take  this  opportunity 
to  express  their  thanks  to  the  editors 
of  the  local  newspapers  for  their  cour- 
tesy in  inserting  lists  of  books  received 
and  other  matters  connected  with  the 
Library. 

In  addition  to  the  printed  statement 
of  accounts  given  below,  the  attention  of 
subscribers  is  directed  to  the  interesting 
table  of  comparative  library  statistics 
for  the  five  years,  1909  to  1913,  prepared 
by  the  Librarian. 

D.  WARK,  M.A.,  Chairman. 
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COMPARATIVE  LIBRARY  STATISTICS. 

(Taken  from  Government  Returns). 


1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

400 

455 

471 

538 

560 

£680 

£644 

£668 

£733 

£752 

£940 

£690 

£837 

dJOOO 

32826 

33505 

34774 

36104 

38859 

756 

1226 

1170 

1666 

1561 

117 

211 

111 

101 

1224 

2200 

758 

12 

407 

30 

Nett  Increase  of  Books   

679 

1269 

1360 

2755 

117 

120 

132 

147 

157 

33358 

33816 

.  34092 

37356 

37798 

2780 

2818 

2841 

3113 

3150 

87 

85 

84 

83.5 

82.3 

363 

312 

305 

305 

306i 

310 

300 

300 

305 

305 

Book  Circulation,  Kenilworth   

4011 

3501 

4369 

4250 

5425 
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BALANCE  SHEET,  31st  December,  1913 


LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

£  s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

Subscribers'  Deposit  Monies 

...   319  12 

6 

8,875  10 

0 

Sundry   Open   Accounts  ... 

...     87  16 

5 

Library  Site  and  Buildings  ... 

5,000  0 

0 

House  &  Stands,  Woodley  St. 

450  0 

0 

407  8 

11 

Furniture  and  Fittings  

1,654  14 

3 

General  Fund   

.  21,785  18 

8 

Investments  ...  

5,869  17 

4 

271  14 

4 

Cash  in  Hand  and  at  Bank  ... 

71  11 

8 

£22,193  7 

7 

£22,193  7 

7 

EXPENDITURE  &  REVENUE  for  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1913. 


Dr. 

£   s.  d. 

To  Books  Purchased    294  14  0 

„  Papers   and   Periodicals   ...  116    1  9 

„  Salaries    934   6  0 

„  Lighting  and  Fuel   82  15  2 

„  Replacement  and  Repairs  ...  123  16  0 

„  Insurances    23   7  10 

,,  Postages  and  Stationery  ...  43   9  10 

,,  Printing  and  Advertising  ...  15  12  0 

„  General  Expenses    45   2  11 

„  Water  and  Sanitary    34   7  0 

,,  Rates  and  Quitrents    9  11  1 

„  Auditors'  Fees   31  10  0 

,,  Balance  carried   to  General 

Account  ...    819    1  4 

£2,573  14  11 


By  Subscriptions   

,,  Grants  and  Donations... 
,,  Interest  and  Dividends 
,,  Rents  


Cr. 
£   s.  d. 

..  751  17  11 
,.  1,495  0  0 
..  281  17  0 
..     45    0  0 


£2,573  14  11 


D.  WAE-K,  M.A.,  Chairman. 

We  have  examined  the  above  balance  Sheet  with  the  books  and  accounts  of 
the  Library,  and  certify  the  vsame  to  be  correct. 

SALISBURY  &  BEATON, 

Certified  Accountants  (Cape), 
Kimberley,  February  7th,  1914.  Auditors. 
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Proceedings  of  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  tke  Kimber- 
ley  Public  Library  was  held  in  the  Lib- 
rary premises  on  Wednesday  evening. 
The  Rev.  D.  Wark,  M.A.,  presided,  and 
there  were  present :  Misses  Wilman  and 
Lofts,  Messrs.  E.  B.  Brown,  E.  C. 
Larduer  Burke,  S.  Tidd  Pratt,  J. 
Denoon  Duncan,  J.  M.  Parsonson,  E. 
F,  Raynham,  J.  Pooley,  A.  H,  J.  Bourne, 
Dr.  H.  Symonds,  Dr.  J.  E.  Mackenzie, 
Messrs.  D.  McCartliy,  A.  G.  Freeman, 
T.  O'Hagan,  N.  S.  Brown  (represent- 
ing Kenilworth  Library),  P.  Salisbury, 
H.  C.  Rothman,  Malcolm  McKenzie, 
F.  C.  Fouche,  Rev.  W.  Eveleigh,  and 
the  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Ross. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  annual 
meeting  liaving  been  read,  the  annual 
report  and  balance-sheet  (which  were 
published  in  Tuesday's  "D.F.  Adver- 
tiser") were  taken  us  read. 

CHAIRMAN'S  SPEECH. 

The  R'ev.  D.  Wark  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report  and  balance-sheet, 
and  in  so  doing  said : — 

In  bringing  under  review  the  work 
of  the  past  year  it  will  not,  I  think, 
b©  necessary  for  me  to  occupy  your 
time  and  attention  very  long.  The  re- 
port which  is  being  submitted  has  al- 
ready appeared  in  the  public  Press,  so 
that  you  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
reading  and  considering  it  at  leisure.  It 
is  considerably  fuller  than  usual,  you 
will  have  noticed,  and  therefore  pre- 
sumably will  need  less  supplementing 
in  a  speech.  There  are,  however,  a  few 
matters  to  which  I  wish  briefly  to  refer, 
and  which  I  desire  to  emphasise.  First 
of  all,  let  me  call  attention  to  that 
very  interesting  table  of  statistics  com- 
piled by  the  Librarian,  and  printed  be- 
tween the  report  and  the  balance-sheet. 
You  will  notice  th.at  in  the  five  years 
dealt  with  the  mejubership  of  the  Lib- 
rary, if  I  may  so  phrase  it,  or  the  num- 
ber of  subscribers,  has  advanced  by 
steady  yearly  increments  from  400,  the 
figure  at  which  it  stood  in  1908,  to  560 
at  the  end  of  last  year,  an  increase  of 
40  per  cent.  This  may  be  fairly  de- 
scribed as  satisfactory,  if  the  amount  of 
the  increase  be  alone  considered.  It 
more  than  justifies  the  policy  your 
committee  have  adopted,  and  the  ideal 
they  have  kept  in  view,  of  making  tlie 


institution  thovoughly  efficient  in  equip- 
ment, and  of  making  it  attractive  also 
j  in  appearance  and  comfortable  in  its 
1  internal  arrangements.  It  speaks  well, 
too,  I  venture  to  say,  for  the  satisfac- 
tion that  the  subscribers  must  have 
felt  with  the  treatment  they  received 
from  the  members  of  the  staff  in  the 
matter  of  courtesy  and  attention,  and 
ready  endeavour  to  meet  and  satisfy 
their  wants.  I  should  like  to  express 
— in  the  name  of  the  committee — and,  a,s 
I  have  every  confidence  that  I  may,  in 
the  name  of  the  subscribers  also,  our 
lively  sense  of  the  kindness  and  cour- 
tesy, and  painstaking  desire  to  meet  all 
our  needs,  that  we  have  without  fail 
experienced  from  the  whole  staff  of  the 
Lib'^ary.  I  beg  them  to  accept  our  ex- 
pression of  gratitude,  and  to  be  assured 
that  we  appreciate  very  highly  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  discharge  their  diffi- 
cult and  sometimes  distracting  duties. 
We  make  large  demands  on  their 
patience,  no  doubt,  at  times  when 
we  require  the  production  of 
some  volume  that  has  never  been 
purchased,  but  which  we  are 
positive  that  we  have  seen,  or  when 
we  arrive  in  a  great  hurry  on  Satur- 
j  day  night  just  upon  the  stroke  of  ten 
'  o'clock,  when  the  weary  attendant  is  on 
1  the  point  of  turning  out  the  lights,  and 
!  is  eagerly  looking  for  the  expected  re- 
lease from  the  post  of  duty.  It  greatly 
makes  for  pleasantness  and  smoothness 
of  working  that  we  are  not  dealt  with 
on  these  occasions  on  the  principle  of 
strict  adherence  to  rules.  It  is  well, 
however,  that  indulgence  for  such 
breaches  of  rule  be  not  sought  too  fre- 
quently. It  ought  to  be  a  point  of 
honour  not  to  impose  on  kindness,  and 
to  avoid  the  accusation,  to  use  an  old 
saying,  of  being  given  an  inch  and  tak- 
ing an  ell. 

While  the  membership,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  proportionate  increase,  is,  as 
!     I  have  said,  entireh^  satisfactory,  from 
j     the  point  of  view  of  actual  numbers,  it 
!     cannot  be  said  to  be  satisfactory  at  all. 
That  an  institution  of  the  quality  and 
importance  of  our     Library  lias  only 
secured  the  support  of  560  persons  in  a 
community  of  this  size  is  very  much  to 
be  regretted,  both  for  the  sake  of  the 
1     Library  itself  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
j     City  of  Kimberley.      Every  increase  of 
I     membership  means  an 

I  INCREASE  OF  RESOURCES, 

which  again  means  an  increase  of  effi- 
I     ciency— more     books,    "  more  periodical 
I     literature,  more  comfort,   greater  faci- 
lities in  every  direction,  and  this,  re- 


acting  on  the  clientele  of  the  Library,  | 
must  influence  for  good  the  general  pub- 
lic. A  wider  circle  of  readers  must 
lead  to  increased  culture,  and  to  a 
healthier  public  opinion  on  all  matters 
social  and  political,  because  of  a  broad- 
ened outlook,  and  must  exercise  an  up- 
lifting influence  on  all  our  private  and 
public  life.  It  is  the  earnest  desire 
^f  the  committee,  as  well  as  of  the  Lib- 
rarian, that  the  membership  shall  be 
very  much  increased  in  the  near  future. 
An  alteration  in  the  terms  of  subcrip- 
tion  is  to  be  proposed  at  a  later  stage 
of  the  meeting,  which  it  is  hoped  may 
help  in  this  direction. 

While  on  this  point  of  membership, 
and  our  desire  for  its  increase,  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to  that  paragraph  of 
the  report  that  deals  with  the  undue  re- 
tention of  books,  especially  those  that 
are  in  great  demand;  and  the  very  re- 
preliensible  practice,  to  which  some  sub- 
scribers arc  addicted,  of  lending  books 
to  others  than  members  of  their  own 
families.  By  the  first  of  these  practices 
injustice  is  done  and  irritation  is  caused 
to  other  readers.  By  the  second  a  grave 
injustice  is  caused  to  the  Library  itself 
inasmuch  as  it  is  deprived  of  financial 
support  from  some,  at  least,  who  .evi- 
dently value  its  privileges,  and  who  are 
thus  permitted  the  enjoyment  of  them 
without  charge.  The  committee  appeal 
to  subscribers  to  deal  loyally  and  hon- 
ourably by  the  Library  in  this  matter, 
and  to  refrain  from  injuring  it  by  ex- 
tending its  privileges  to  those  not  en- 
titled to  receive  them.  Considering  the 
advantages  that  we  offer,  our  rates  of 
subscription  are  very  low.  We  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  members  will  act 
honourably  by  the  Library,  and  will  re- 
-cognise  that  in  pi-otecting  its  interests 
they  are  tending  to  "strengthen  our  posi- 
tion, and  therefore  to  benefit  themselves 
in  the  long  run. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  compara- 
tive statement  to  which  I  have  referred 
subscriptions  reflect  the  growth  of  mem- 
bership, as  might  have  been  expected. 
Tl)e  increase  in  this  item^  however,  is 
not  by  any  means,  relatively,  so  great, 
being  only  slightly  over  10  per  cent,  in- 
stead of  40.  This  discrepancy  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  great  majority 
of  our  new  subscribers  are  in  the  third 
class.  It  may  even  happen,  if  the  pro- 
posed alteration  in  the  terms  of  subscrip- 
tion is  made  to-night,  that  with  an  in- 
creased membership  next  year  we  may 
have  to  report  a  diminished  revenue 
^rom  this  source.  The  committee  are 
iully  alive  to  this  possibility,  but  they 


believe  it  to  be  a  •  wise  policy  to  widen 
the  circle  of  readers  and  to  bring  the 
benefits  of  the  Library  within  the  reach 
of  a  larger  public,  even  though  it  may 
mean  that  for  a  time  the  amount  of 
fund  •  available  for  the  purchase  of  books 
shall  be  slightly  curtailed. 
In  the  item  for 

GRANTS  AND  DONATIONS 

there  will  be  noticed  a  rather  curious 
fluctuation,  and  a  very  large  increase  in 
the  amount  for  the  past  year.  The 
fluctuation  is  due  to  the  fact  that  practi- 
cally every  year,  for  several  years  past, 
your  couunittee  have  received  special 
grants  from  the  directors  of  the  De 
Beers  Company.  Some  of  these  have 
been  for  the  purchase  of  special  lots 
of  South  African  literature  that  have 
come  into  the  market,  and  that  though 
very  desirable  for  us  to  have,  were  quite 
beyond  our  reach  to  buy  out  of  the  or- 
dinary revenue  of  the  Library.  These 
books,  etc.,  would  have  passed  away  from 
us  altogether,  and  been  impossible  to 
secure  at  a  later  date,  being  as  they  were 
in  some  cases  quite  unique,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  subsidy  we  received  from 
the  source  that  I  have  indicated.  The 
committee  take  this  opportunity  of  pub- 
licly and  heartily  thanking  the  De  Beers 
Company  for  their  generous  treatment 
of  the  Library,  not  only  in  this,  but  in 
other  ways,  and  of  acknowledging  the 
great  benefit  that  they  have  thereby  con- 
ferred upon  the  town  of  Kimberley,  and, 
indeed,  upon  the  whole  Cape  Province, 
by  enabling  us  to  obtain  and  to  retain 
within  our  borders  these  valuable  publi- 
cations. Further  reference  will  be  made 
to  this  at  a  later  stage.  The  great  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  grants  and  dona- 
tions for  the  past  year  has  been  due  to 
a  sum  of  £750  generously  allotted  to  the 
Library  by  the  executors  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  Sir  Julius  Wernher.  For 
this  we  are  very  grateful.  It  will  prove 
a  very  useful  addition  to  our  funds,  and 
has  been  set  apart,  as  to  the  interest 
derivable  from  its  investment,  as  an- 
nounced in  the  report,  to  the  purchase 
of  books  for  the  Reference  Library. 
There  was  great  need  of  some  special 
fund  such  as  this  for  that  purpose.  Go- 
vernment formerly  made  a  grant  to  the 
Reference  Library,  in  addition  to  the 
usual  grant  to  the  general  revenue,  but 
for  a  number  of  years  that  grant  has 
not  been  forthcoming.  As  a  result  the 
section  in  question  got  somewhat  behind 
the  times.  This  is  the  more  regrettable 
that  in  the.se  days  of  rapid  advance  m 
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scientific  knowledge  and  invention  our 
Keference  Library  must  demand  ever- 
increasing  attention  and  increasing  ex- 
penditure if  it  is  to  be  kept  up  to  date, 
and  to  be  of  any  real  service  to  our 
readers. 

Our  stock  of  books  has,  as  might  be 
expected,  considerably  increased,  in  spite 
of  the  withdrawal  of  a  number  of 
volumes  of  purely  ephemeral  character 
that,  being  dilapidated,  had  ceased  to  be 
fit  for  circulation,  the  demand  for  which 
did  not  justify  their  replacement. 

The  only  other  point  to  which  I  need 
refer  in  this  comparative  statement  of 
statistics  is  one  to  which  I  have  referred 
on  former  occasions  with,  I  may  say, 
both  some  surprise  and  considerable 
satisfaction — that  is,  the  steady  relative 
decline  in 

THE  READING  OF  FICTION. 
It  is  true  that  the  decline  is  not  very 
great  in  amount,  but  it  is  a  somewhat 
notable  and  gratifying  fact  that  it  has 
been  steadily  decreasing  from  year  to 
year,  during  at  least  the  period  in  ques- 
tion, from  87  per  cent,  in  1909  to  82.3 
per  cent,  last  year.  The  book  circula- 
tion in  the  same  period  has  increased 
from  33,358  to  37,798.  It  is,  I  venture  to 
think,  a  matter  for  congratulation  that 
the  tendency  is  in  this  direction,  and 
here  again  the  committee  have  reason 
to  feel  gratified  that  their  policy  of 
spending  a  lai  ger  proportionate  sum  on 
modern  science,  history,  and  biography, 
has  evidently  secured  the  approbation  of 
subscribers. 

I  made  reference  before  to  the  gene- 
rosity of  the      De  Beers  Company  in 
making  special  grants  for  the  purchase 
of  rare  African  literature  that  has  re- 
cently been  coming  into  the  market. 
There  has  been  a  notable  awakening  of 
interest  in  early  South  African  publica- 
tions of  late  years,  and  more  especially 
since  the  formation  of  the  Union  of 
South  Africa.      Everything  that  would 
oast  any  light  on  what  is  usually  de- 
scribed as  the  "  early  days,''  both  in 
political  and  social  life  and  conditions, 
has  been  eagerly  sought  for  by  collectors 
and  by  the  various  libraries  of  the  coun- 
try,  to   say  nothing  of  those  oversea. 
Prices  have  been  rapidly  rising,  and  it 
is  safe  to  say  will  continue  to  rise.  Of 
some  things  the  existing  specimens  are 
so  few  that  to  possess  one  is  a  rare  and 
much  coveted  distinction.    Our  Library 
has  been,  I  may  say,  singularly  fortun- 
ate, through  the  special  knowledge  of  our 
valued  Librarian,  and  through  the  kind 
interest   and  friendship  of  Mr.   W.  R. 


Morvisou,  who  is  an  expert  in  this  mat- 
ter, in  obtaining  possession  of  some 
choice  specimens,  some  even  unique  speci- 
mens, of  early  printed  books  and  pam- 
phlets, and  of  some  MSS.  Others  have 
been  presented  by  friends  of  the  insti- 
tution who  are  mentioned  in  the  report. 
Special  reference  is  made  to  what  is 
known  as 

THE  SLUYSKEN  MANUSCRIPT, 

which  has  a  peculiar  interest  in  that  it 
contains  a  record  of  events  of  the  early 
history  of  the  British  occupation  of  the  . 
Cape    Colony    that  differs  in  some  m- 
portant  particulars  from     the  printed 
and  generally  accepted  account  of  those 
events.     The  MS.  is,  of  course,  in  Dutch, 
and  has  not  yet  been  edited  or  rendered 
into  English.     Perhaps  we  may  venture 
to  hope  that  this  will  be  done  at  no  dis- 
tant date.      A  very  interesting  article 
descriptive  of  the  MS.  and  its  contents 
appeared  last  year  in  the  pages  of  the 
"South  African  Bookman."      The  only 
indication    of    authorship    was  "J.R." 
— initials   Avhich,   however,    we   at  least 
should  not  have  much  difficulty  in  iden- 
tifying.     It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
refer  at  length  to  the  other  items  of  im- 
portance contained   in  our  collection. 
They  are  enumerated  in  the  body  of  the 
report  itself.      The  fact  that  we  have 
obtained  so  many  works  of  this  kind  led 
your  committee  in  valuing  the  books  in 
stock  to  make  a  distinction  between  the 
South  African  collection  and  the  remain- 
der of  what  may  be  described  as  general 
literature.     I  regret  that  by  some  acci- 
dent this  is  not  shown  in  the  balance- 
sheet  as  printed.      It  is  our  intention 
from  time  to  time,  as  opportunity  offers, 
and  funds  permit,  to  add  to  this  section. 
We  believe  that  the  distinction  that  will 
accrue  to  the  town  and  Library  of  Kim- 
berley  from  the  possession  of  such  trea- 
sures, as  tliey  ma.y  fairly  be  called,  of 
historical  importance  will  fully  justify 
our  doing  so  in  the  eyes  of  all  our  sub- 
scribers and  supporters.     Already,  it  is 
safe  to  say,  the  Kimberley  Library  de- 
mands  the   attention   of   every  student 
who  desires  to  become  acquainted  from 
first  hand  sources  with  the  early  history 
of  our  country.     The  collector,  too,  will 
find  liere  material  to  guide  and  instruct 
him  in  his  search  for  things  of  value, 
and  the  casual  visitor  wull  be  able  to 
spend  a  most  interesting  hour  or  two  'n 
the  studj'  of  the  collection  displayed  in 
the  cases  in  our  reading  rooms.     It  may 
be  that  our  subscribers  themselves  may 
not  have  noticed  the  quaint  and 
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RAEE  BITS  OF  LITEKATURE. 
in  the  cases  in  the  Public  Room.  Tiiere 
is  for  example  a  copy,  the  only  one 
known  to  exist,  of  a  geography  by  Sebas-  | 
tian  Franck,  dated  1552,  with  which  is  I 
bound  up  his  Chronica  of  date  1563.  There  I 
is  a  rare  and  highly  prized  atlas  of  the 
world  by  Ortelius.  There  is  the  only 
complete  copy  extant  of  Bishop  Colenso's 
Translation  of  Horace  (a  curiosity,  as 
one  may  say,  of  South  African  literature) 
of  which  only  ten  copies  in  all  were 
printed,  and  these  for  private  circula- 
tion. There  is  the  official  report,  in  MS., 
of  the  defence  of  Rorke's  Drift,  a  unique 
document,  of  course,  dated  January  25, 
1879.  There  are  a  number  of  early  speci- 
mens of  books  printed  at  the  Kuruman 
Mission  Press,  together  with  a  number 
of  early  South  African  newspapers  and 
magazines.  There  are  several  curious 
proclamations  printed  at  Capetown  m 
the  very  early  years  of  the  last  century, 
almost  the  only  kind  of  printing  that 
seems  to  have  been  done  there  in  the  first 
decade.  These,  with  many  others,  form 
a  collection  of  exceeding  interest,  and  of 
great  value,  one  of  whicli  any  library 
might  be  justly  proud. 

Perhaps  I  might  say  that  to  the  fact 
of  60  much  having  been  spent  on  these 
Vv'orks  is  due  the  comparatively  small 
sum  that  is  set  down  in  the  account  of 
revenue  and  expenditure  under  the  head- 
ing of  "books  purchased."^  In  addition 
to  tlie  amount  of  £294  that  appears  there, 
and  in  addition  to  the  special  grant  of 
£45  from  the  De  Beers  Company,  to  which 
I  have  referred  already  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Sluysken  MS.,  a  sum  of  £130  was 
devoted  to  the  securing  of  these  trea- 
sures, so  that  the  whole  amount  spent 
last  year  was  really  £470,  of  which  £425 
was  from  our  own  funds.  The  sale  of  the 
Koopmans-De  Wet  collection  was  an  op- 
portunity that  could  not  be  allowed  to 
pass,  as  a  similar  one  was  not  likely  to 
occur  soon,  if  ever,  again.  Your  com- 
mittee believed  that  they  were  fully  jus- 
tified in  incurring  this  special  expendi- 
ture. No  other  department  of  the  Lib- 
rary suffered  to  any  serious  extent  in 
consequence,  nor  has  any  reader,  it  is 
safe  to  say,  felt  the  range  of  his  reading 
in  any  wise  restricted  through  lack  of 
the  necessary  material  for  his  require- 
ments. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  hoped  that  a 
considerably  increased  grant  will  soon 
be  available  from  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil, to  whom  the  control  of  the  Public 
Libraries  in  this  Province  has,  we  under- 
stand, been  handed  over  by  the  Govern- 


ment;  and  all  the  more  that  we  can  no 
longer  expect  to  receive  from  the  Muni- 
cipal Council  so  large  a  sum  as  we  have 
been  receiving  hitherto.  Had  it  not 
been  for  the 

GENEROUS    AND   WISE  THOUGHT- 
FULNESS 

of  those  who  founded  the  Library,  and 
fostered  its  growth  in  the  earlier  years 
of  its  existence,  and  who  provided  the 
endowment,  the  interest  on  whicli  so  ma- 
terially increases  our  income  to-day,  the 
possibilities  of  our  usefulness  would  be 
very  much  more  restricted  than  they  are. 

I  need  not  deal  with  the  notice  of  mo- 
tion that  lias  been  given  in  regard  to  the 
terms  of  subscription  further  than  to 
say  that  it  has  the  full  approval  and 
sanction  of  the  committee.  The  reasons 
for  its  being  proposed  will  no  doubt  be 
set  fortli  by  the  gentleman  who  has  un- 
dertaken to  bring  the  matter  forward. 

A  scheme  that  is  in  operation  in  West- 
ern Australia,  whereby  the  benefits  of 
the  magnificent  Public  Library  of  its 
capital  city,  Perth,  are  brought  within 
the  reach  of  all  the  towns  in  the  sur- 
rounding territory,  has  recently  come  to 
our  knowledge.  It  would  be  a  splendid 
tllin^g  if  some  such  plan  could  be  devised 
in  connection  with  our  T^ibrary  which 
would  enable  the  many  small  towns  in 
the  northern  parts  of  this  Province  to  be 
put  into  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges 
of  our  splendid  collection  of  books.  We 
need  a  little  more  information,  however, 
as  to  the  manner  of  working  of  the 
scheme  before  we  can  judge  whether  it 
is  practicable  for  us.  It  would  not  seem 
that  the  difficulties  can  be  insuperable. 
Conditions  there  cannot  be  so  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  they  are  here.  I 
merely  mention  the  matter  as  one  of 
some  public  interest,  and  as  a  way  to 
which  the  usefulness  of  our  Library 
might  conceivably  be  in  the  not  distant 
future  very  greatly  increased. 

DR.  MACKENZIE. 

Dr.  J.  E.  Mackenzie  (hon.  treasurer) 
seconded  the  motion.  He  said  that  he 
always  felt,  as  treasurer,  somewhat  out 
of  place.  He  was  glad  to  act  in  that 
capacity  in  the  interests  of  the  Library^ 
though  as  they  had  several  accountants 
and  secretaries  with  them  he  thought 
they  could  do  the  work  in  a  more  pro- 
fessional and  scientific  way  than  he  did. 
He  wished  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
emphasising  a  little  more  strongly  the 
failure  on  tlie  part  of  the  local 
public,  to  realise  v/hat  a  valuable 
institution  they  had  in  tlie  Library.  A 
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great  many  visitors,  passing  through 
Kimberley,  had  looked  in  at  the  Library, 
gone  through  the  rooms,  examined  the 
bookshelves,  and  then  ,said  to  him 
how  pleased  they  were  to  find  such  an 
excellent  Library,  which  compared  fa- 
vourably with  a  great  many  libraries  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  Those  who 
used  the  Library  knew  it  had  the  com- 
fort of  an  ordinary  club,  and  a  good  club 
at  that.  The  coniniittee  felt  that  its  out- 
ward appearance  and  conveniences  for 
the  comfort  of  the  public  were  a  good 
indication  of  the  literary  wealth  to  be 
found  on  the  bookshelves.  Proceeding, 
Dr.  Mackenzie  said  that  in  looking  over 
the  finances  they  found  that  the  sub- 
scriptions were  not  nearly  so  large  as 
they  should  be.  They  had  money  in- 
vested which  produced  a  certain  amount 
in  interest,  and  as  they  were  in  a  cen- 
tral position,  with  a  large  area  around, 
where  there  was  any  quantity  of  valu- 
able material  to  be  procured  of  ancient 
and  modern  interest  and  value,  they  felt 
they  ought  to  have  some  fund  avail- 
able for  tlie  purpose,  when  opportunity 
offered,  of  acquiring  works  of  historical^ 
biographical,  scientific,  and  literary 
value.  They  needed  to  have  a  sum  defi- 
nitely available  for  such  an  object;  and 
if  the  money  from  subscribers  and  the 
ordinary  grants  from  the  Government 
and  municipality,  especially  from  the 
Government,  were  increased,  they  would 
be  able  to  pay  their  expenses  from  those 
sources  and  leave  the  interest  derivable 
from  the  invested  funds  to  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  reference 
department  by  rare,  valuable,  and  useful 
books  that  might  come  to  their  notice. 
He  was  sure  all  recognised  the  import- 
ance of  increasing  the  reference  library. 
They  wanted  to  feel  that  all  who  came 
to  the  Library  for  any  particular  refer- 
ence would  be  able  to  get  what  they 
needed,  but  they  could  not  attain  to  that 
unless  they  had  the  necessary  income 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  depart- 
ment. He  had  nothing  but  praise  and 
thankfulness  to  extend  to  De  Beers  Com- 
pany for  their  munificence  and  the  way 
they  assisted  the  Library  in  every  form, 
but  as  regards  the  Government  grant, 
Kimberley  received  £300,  Capetown 
£1,050,  Pretoria  £1,300,  Johannesburg 
£1,300,  and  Port  Elizabeth  £400. 
Johannesburg  and  Port  Elizabeth  libra- 
ries were  in  the  enviable  position 
of  having  their  buildings  so  placed 
that  they  received  a  large  income  from 
rents,  which  increased  their  receipts  in 


a  way  that  the  Kimberley  Library  had 
no  opt>ortunity  of  doing.  Therefore  Kim- 
berley needed  all  the  more  assistance 
from  the  Government,  and  he  did  not 
see  why^  considering  the  interests  it 
served,  Kimberley  Library  should  not 
have  its  Government  grant  doubled,  or 
at  any  rate  raised.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  it 
were  raised  to  £500  it  would  be  a  great 
help  to  them,  as  they  could  then  devote 
their  income  from  investments  to  the 
objects  he  had  referred  to.  He  did  not 
think  the  Kimberley  public  realised  the 
importance  of  a  Library  such  as  theirs- 
from  the  national  point  of  view.  The 
members  realised  it  from  the  selfish 
point  of  view;  they  were  willing  to  pay 
their  £1,  take  books  away,  and  perhaps 
make  themselves  a  general  emporium 
to  a  little  circle  by  lending  the  books 
to  their  friends.  That  was  an  excellent 
idea  in  a  way,  but  the  Library  thus  lost 
funds,  and  its  influence  was  be- 
ing curtailed  in  consequence.  If 
every  member  would  consider  it  his 
bounden  duty,  instead  of  supplying  books 
to  his  friends,  to  see  that  they  became 
subscribers,  it  would  be  far  more  wise, 
and  the  Library  would  become  larger, 
because  with  the  increased  funds  they 
would  be  able  to  do  more.  They  wan- 
ted to  leave  to  posterity  that  which  would 
be  of  great  assistaiice,  and  cater  to  an 
interest  in  literature  so  that  the  general 
intellectuality  and  general  culture  of  the 
place  would  be  raised;  and  when  the 
general  intellectuality  was  raised  the 
general  tone  would  be  raised.  Those  in- 
terested in  the  Library  wanted  to  leave 
behind  a  record  of  good  work  done  for 
those  who  followed  them.  They  wanted 
to  leave  a  legacy  which  future  historians 
and  students  would  find  of  great  value 
to  the  community  and  the  nation.  He 
sincerely  hoped  the  Kimberley  public 
would  realise  they  were  not  coming  up 
to  the  mark  with  their  support  of  that 
wonderful  institution — not  doing  what 
they  ought  to  do.  Let  them  take  it  to 
heart  that  they  had  an  institution  in 
Kimberley  which  was  second  to  very  few 
Libraries  in  South  Africa — second  perhaps 
only  to  Capetown — in  the  usefulness  and 
scope  of  its  work.  There  vrere  only  560 
subscribers,  whereas  they  ought  to  have 
over  1,000  or  more.  Then  their  funds 
would  enable  them  to  do  a  great  deal 
more  for  the  subscribers.   (Hear,  hear). 

The  report  and  statement  of  accounts 
wery  then  passed  unanimously. 
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COMMITTEE  EE-ELECTED. 
Th^i  Chairmfin  said  the  only  nomina- 
tions for  the  general  committee  were  the 
names  of  the  old  committee.  It  was 
very  gratifying  to  see  their  work  so  much 
appreciated  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  desire  to  interfere  with 
their  tenure  of  ofl&ce;  and  the  commitee 
would  express  their  gratitude  for  this 
mark  of  confidence  and  approval  of  the 
Avay  they  had  met  subscribers'  require- 
ments. He  declared  the  old  committee 
re-elected  for  1914  as  follows : :— Miss  A. 
Frankenstein,  Messrs.  A.  H.  J.  Bourne, 
Euston  B.  Brown,  E.  C.  Lardner  Burke, 
J.  Denoon  Duncan,  Dr.  J.  E.  Mackenzie, 
J.  Pooley,  J.  M.  Parsonson,  Dr.  H.  Sy- 
monds,  G.  Tapscott,  Eev.  D.  Wark,  and 
Dr.  A.  H.  Watkins,  M.L.A.  Nominated 
by  the  De  Beers  Company :  Messrs.  C.  E. 
Nind,  J.  A.  Neville,  S  Tidd  Pratt,  and 
E.  F.  Eaynham. 

SUBSCEIPTIONS  EEVISED. 

In  accordance  with  notice,  Mr.  Tidd 
Pratt  moved  the  following  resolution: — 

That  the  subscription  tariff  of  the 
Library,  as  shown  in  rule  1,  section  11,  of 
the  rules  and  by-laws  be  amended  as  fol- 
lows : — There  shall  be  four  classes  of 
subscribers:  1.  Subscribers  of  three 
pounds  per  annum  shall  be  entitled  to 
take  out  at  one  time  eight  works,  for 
two  of  which  a  periodical  may  be  substi- 
tuted. 2.  Subscribers  of  two  pounds  per 
annum  shall  be  entitled  to  take  out  at 
one  time  four  works,  for  one  of  which  a 
periodical  may  be  substituted.  3.  Sub- 
scribers of  one  pound  ten  shillings  per 
annum  shall  be  entitled  to  take  out  two 
works  at  a  time.  4.  Subscribers  of  one 
pound  per  annum  sliall  be  entitled  to 
take  out  one  work  at  a  time.  Also,  that 
part  of  rule  5,  of  section  11,  dealing  with 
deposits  of  joining  members,  be  altered 
to  read  as  follows: — Classes  1  and  2,  £1 ; 
classes  3  and  4,  10s. 

In  support  of  the  above,  tlie  mover  said 
that  it  was  thought  the  change  would  be 
of  distinct  benefit  to  the  Library,  as  the 
division  between  the  £1  and  £2  subscrip- 
tions, as  at  present,  would  secure  many 
subscribers  at  30s. 


Mr.  Lardner  Burke  seconded  the  mo- 
tion, observing  that  the  fact  that  the 
committee  were  unanimous  in  thinking 
the  alteration  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Library  should  be  sufficient  to  re- 
commend it  to  subscribers^  support.  Con- 


tinuing, Mr.  Buvk^e.sald  that  litf,  v£\,s.pajr*,  •  ..^ 
tiiularly  intei-esitSd  *  5«:  temi«\\i*  cic«," 
the  Chairman  *a*nd*Dr.  "islackenzie*  on'^he 
fact  that  so  comparajtiv^ly.J^^  r^^i^^At^,* 
of  Kimberley  enjoyeJi.-^ravtl&gf«s' ttieC 
Library  as  subscribers.  This  was  a 
complaint  which  had  been  voiced  on  sev- 
eral occasions,  and  it  had  always  been  a 
matter  of  speculation  as  to  why  there  were 
so  few  subscribers  in  a  town  like  Kim- 
berley, with  a  fairly  large  population. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  considered  a 
library  was  the  reflex  of  the  intellec- 
tual mind  of  a  town.  He  hoped  he  was 
not  pessimistic,  but  he  did  not  think  by 
reducing  the  subscriptions,  by  increas- 
ing the  facilities,  and  by  catering  to  the 
comfort  of  the  members  that 
they  would  increase  the  membership. 
They  had  to  wait  the  growth  and  in- 
crease in  the  town  of  the  desire  for  read- 
ing and  knowledge.  That  would  then 
supply  an  increase  in  the  membership 
of  the  Library.  He  had  had  personal  ex- 
perience bearing  out  that  view  in  con- 
nection with  the  Athenaeum.  It  was  an 
uphill  fight  to  combat  that.  He  did 
not  know  whether  it  was  the  result  of 
the  climate  or  what,  but  there  seemed 
a  tendency  in  the  up-country  portion  of 
tlie  Colony  to  let  slide  the  opportunities 
for  increasing  the  intellectual  life.  But 
he  believed  that,  as  Kimberley  grew 
older,  and  as  it  became  more  and  more 
an  educational  centre  for  the  north  of 
tlie  Colony,  they  would  find  the  interest 
in  the  Library  would  increase.  It  was 
most  gratifying  to  note  that  recently  it 
had  been  decided  by  the  Provincial  Go- 
vernment that  Kimberley  should  be  one 
of  the  centres  for  the  training  of 
teachers  in  the  Northern  Districts  of 
the  Cape.  That  would  bring  a  large 
number  of  students  to  reside  liere. 
There  were  something  like  45  already  re- 
ceiving training  here,  and  they  hoped 
in  the  course  of  time  that  that  number 
would  be  more  than  doubled,  and  that 
in  time  tliey  would  have  the  nucleus  of 
a  student  community,  who  would  use 
the  Library,  induce  others  to  do  so,  and 
by  force  of  example  and  the  influence 
the,y  would  bring  into  the  town,  increase 
a  desire  for  reading  and  a  desire  for 
knowledge  among  the  residents  of  Kim- 
berley. Probably,  too,  the  schools  would 
increase;  there  might  be  opportunities 
for  higher  education,  and  this  would 
also  have  its  mark  on  the  Library.  As 
to  the  resolution,  he  thought  the  present 
larger  subscribers  would  continue,  and 
that  the  smaller  subscribers  would  iu- 
crease  their  fees. 
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The  Chairman  invited  discussion, 
tl'OujjH  ,i:\6  am^ii(?iAfthl:  co*ild  be  accepted 
as  ?v!> 'iietice  h:?d' Been'^iven  of  one. 

,  .Mr-  M^C'a.irthiV.  Offei'ed  several  criticisms 
and  sHg^-^stiorts.  ■>  A»  regards  the  abuse 
of  keeping-  books  for  a  longer  period 
than  allowable,  would  not  the  evil  be 
increased  under  the  suggested  alteration, 
which  allowed  the  borrowing  of  a  larger 
number  of  books?  He  thought  six  books 
should  be  the  n\aximum.  Then,  would 
first-class  subscribers  liave  first  claim 
on  new  books?  He  also  suggested  the 
committee  should  consider  the  desirabi- 
lity c-f  abolishing  the  deposit  system, 
which  he  knew  deterred  many  people 
from  becoming  members.  They  could 
dispense  with  the  deposit  in  the  case  of 
settled  residents. 

Mr.  Salisbury  asked  how  the  suggested 
alteration  of  subscriptions  would  affect 
admission  to  the  subscribers"  rooms. 

The  Chairman  said  he  did  not  think 
that  matter  would  be  affected  at  alL 
Replying  to  Mr.  McCarthy,  Mr.  Wark 
said  that  no  preference  of  one  class  over 
another  Avas  given  in  putting  down  names 
for  new  books.  As  to  taking  eight  books 
instead  of  six,  they  all  had  to  be  re- 
turned at  the  end  of  a  fortnight.  The 
Chairman  urged  the  importance  of  in- 
creasing the  £3  subscribers,  and  also  ex- 
plained in  detail  how  it  was  thought  the 
increased  privileges  would  secure  more 
subscribers  in  the  other  grades. 

The  resolution  was  tlien  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  Rothman  endorsed  Mr.  McCarthy's 
remarks  respecting  the  deposit,  and  said 
he  also  believed  they  would  get  more  sub- 
scribers if  the  deposits  were  abolished. 

Mr.  Denoon  Duncan,  Mr.  Euston  Brown 
and  Mr.  Pooley  pointed  out  that  it  was 
a  security  for  the  books  taken  out. 

Mr.  McCarthy  defended  his  suggestion, 
and 

The  Chairman  expressed  gratitude  to 
the  last-mentioned  for  introducing  the 
subject  in  the  way  he  had.  While  he 
could  hold  out  no  hope,  the  committee 
would  certainly  give  the  matter  careful 


attention.  He  reminded  Mr.  McCarthy 
and  Mr.  Rothman  that  the  Library  had 
no  control  over  the  books  taken  out  ex- 
cept by  way  of  the  deposit.  The  deposit 
was  not  in  tlie  nature  of  an  entrance  fee, 
but  was  like  an  insurance  against  loss. 
A  person  leaving  the  town  could  always 
secure  the  return  of  the  deposit  witliin 
twelve  months. 

Mr.  Lardner  Burke  defended  the  de- 
posit system,  and  said  the  Library  could 
not  throw  out  doles  to  the  public  to  get 
I     their  membership.      By   suggesting  the 
]     return  of  the  deposit  money  they  were 
\     going  to  disturb  tlie  finances  of  the  Lib- 
rary seriously.     They  could  hold  out  no 
liope  of  the  idea  being  entertained,  be- 
cause the  deposit  was  a  necessary  precau- 
tion in  the  way  of  insurance, 

THANKS. 

The  Rev.  W.  Eveleigh  moved  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  committee,  speak- 
ing in  highly  appreciative  terms  of  the 
administration.  He  mentioned  that  Dr. 
Flint,  Parliamentary  Librarian  of  Cape- 
town, on  a  recent  visit,  described  the 
Kimberley  Library  as  "  first  class.'"  Not 
only  had  they  a  good  committee,  but  they 
had  an  excellent  staff.  The  committee 
were  to  be  specially  thanked  for  acquir- 
ing the  Africana  treasures. 

Mr.  Rothman  seconded,  and  the  vote 
having  been  accorded, 

The  Chairman  replied.  The  commit- 
tee, he  said,  were  grateful  for  this  mark 
of  appreciation  of  their  work.  They 
tried  to  do  the  best  they  could  with  the 
resources  at  their  disposal, 

Mr.  Tidd  Pratt  voiced  the  thanks  of 
the  committee  to  the  Chairman, 

The  Chairman,  in  acknowledging  the 
expression,  said  it  was  a  pleasure  to 
work  for  the  Library.  They  owed  much 
to  the  Librarian  (Mr.  Ross),  to  whom 
tlie  speaker  paid  a  tribute  for  his  abil- 
ity, efficiency,  geniality,  and  general 
worth.  They  had  a  prize  in  Mr.  Ross, 
he  said,  which  he  hoped  they  would  be 
able  to  keep.    (Hear,  liear). 

This  concluded  the  business,  and  the 
meeting  terminated. 


